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President’s Message 
 

How time flies! It seems like just yesterday we were preparing the Fall Newsletter. The events of the 
last several months have so accelerated the passage of time that it is difficult to keep up with the 
flow of news. PASR is not immune from these conditions. 
 

At the State level, PASR has a new Executive Director, Mark A. McKillop. Mark comes to PASR with 
35 plus years working in a variety of positions within State government. Initially he worked for a 
State Senator; then worked in a State Caucus Research office analyzing legislation and meeting 
with lobbyists. He served as the Director of the Office of Legislative Services, a body with a vast ar-
ray of responsibilities from research to PennDot. This is just a thumbnail sketch of Mark’s back-
ground that will no doubt serve him well in his new position. Montgomery County PASR wishes him 
well and pledge our support in this critical transition period.  
 

Another new face is that of Dave Korczakowski, a new addition to our Chapter Board of Directors. 
Dave was born and raised in Scranton, and played baseball at Lackawanna College. He graduated 
from Mansfield State and did his graduate work at Penn State. He recently retired after 39 years of 
teaching in the Middle School area of the Philadelphia School System. He is a skier, restores old 
bikes and trains. Dave brings a high degree of enthusiasm and energy to our Board and will be 
working with Elise Pancio on the newsletter.  We could use some more “young blood” on the Board; 
why not give it a shot! 
 

On a sad note, we acknowledge the passing of Marian Garrison, a long-time supporter of PASR. 
Marian in many ways provided the leadership and energy that built our Montgomery County  Chap-
ter into one of the largest and most active PASR Chapters in the state. We will also miss Fred McKil-
lop, our long-time PASR Legislative Consultant who passed away February 6, 2017. Fred was a 
staunch supporter of legislative issues related to school retirees. 
 

The issue of Pension Reform remains an elusive challenge for the State Legislators. It’s back to 
square one with the new session. There seems to be little progress in dealing with the $37 billion 
(2015) unfunded liability of PSERS. A little good news, however, is the announcement of a settle-
ment of a 2011 lawsuit against the Bank of America in which PSERS was involved. PSERS lost ap-
proximately $8,000,000 between 2009 and 2010, some or all of which may be recovered through the 
$335 million U.S. District Court settlement. 
 

Please visit the State PASR and our Montgomery websites to keep informed on the issues related to 
the interests of all school retirees. 
 

See you at the Spring Luncheon on May 4 at the William Penn Inn. 
John Worthington, President 

Montgomery County PASR 

http://www.pasr.org
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We Remember Marian. . . . . . . . . . 

        
MARIAN GARRISON, the Grand Dame of Montgomery County PASR.  
Marian joined the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees in October, 
1983. For years she had been a tireless worker in the field of education as 
a teacher, principal and upon her retirement, as an advocate for all school 
retirees. Marian passed away a short time ago at age 98 at her residence 
at Normandy Farms Retirement Community. A memorial service was held 
on December 3. Those attending were friends, colleagues, and even stu-
dents from years ago. Here are some of the remembrances: 
 

“What I remember most about Marian Garrison was her infectious laugh. 
She was always easy to find anywhere in the building. Marian loved a 
party, the woods, Jersey Shore and staff picnics. We who were on the 
school Social Committee were told that all who worked in the building 
were to be invited to every social event. That included our custodians, of-

fice staff and cafeteria ladies. This is how we all became part of Marian’s wonderful Cedar Road family. 
With Marian’s guidance and leadership, I enjoyed twelve years of hard work and family fun at Cedar 
Road. I taught in eight different buildings in my teaching career, and only Cedar Road had that kind of 
family.”             Don Casto, Teacher and Past PASR State President 
 

“How does one describe Marian Garrison? She was a young Abington teacher and principal who trav-
eled far and wide, taught in Canada, and returned to Abington School District, where she met Carmella 
Giles and Dorothy Hamell. We immediately became friends. One day Marian told us she had an idea. 
She had read an article in the newspaper about a New Jersey Park which featured animals running free 
on the premises. Visitors could drive around and watch different animals from their cars. “Let’s go,” we 
cried. Marian quickly said, “I’ll drive,” and she did! We set out with only the smallest regret that we were 
skipping a day of teaching for a day of fun. We realized that telling our story would not look good for us. 
We pledged our silence. So onward we drove through the lovely park surrounded by a bevy of curious 
animals. After a wonderful visit we were directed to the amusement park nearby where many rides were 
available. We preferred the roller coaster and had a ball screaming along with everyone else! Back to the 
car we were reminded of our pledge to keep this day as a wonderful memory. Thank you, Marian, for 
making these memories come alive. You are missed!” 

Dorothy Hamell, Curriculum Specialist and Co-Conspirator 
 

“Marian was a classroom teacher, principal, and a leader in both local and state organizations as well as 
an exchange teacher in Canada. There she met teachers from England with whom she continued profes-
sional relationships. She engendered a spirit of fun and cooperation with her staff, encouraged participa-
tion in local and state organizations, and maintained communication with them many years after retire-
ment. Those of us who were fortunate to have her as a co-worker and friend will always cherish fun at 
the seashore, travel trips, lessons on birds, and the joy of teaching.” 

Carmella Giles, Dear Friend and Curriculum Specialis 
 
t“In the late 60s in my course for principal certification at Temple University there were thirty-five men 
and one woman, Marian Garrison. From the start, the professor asked Marian for a woman’s perspective 
in all our discussions. The professor, Dr. O., would never start the class until Marian arrived to take her 
seat in the front row.  The second to the last class, Marian arrived a few minutes late. Dr. O. kiddingly 
asked her for a late note. Excitedly, she said she didn’t have a note but did have an announcement – at 
the last School Board meeting she was appointed as an elementary school principal. The entire class 
gave her a standing ovation. Several years later I was recruited from Philadelphia to teach in the Abing-
ton School District. At the meeting in September to greet new teachers, I talked to her for the first time.” 

John Skilton, Colleague and Past President PASR Montgomery County 
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MEMBER SURVEY 
 

We are interested in your hobby, activities, or 
special interests in order to form a few groups. If 
you enjoy fishing, golf, bowling, or any other ac-
tivity, let us know. It is more fun to do things to-
gether. Please send your responses to Dave 
Korczakowski at:  
 

pocono1972@gmail.com.  

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 

A new Executive Director has been appointed by the board at PASR.  He is Mark A. McKillop, 
nephew of our late lobbyist, Fred McKillop. I feel, therefore, that all this portends well for our inter-
ests. Please join me in wishing Mark great success. 
 
 

As of this writing there has been no action by the legislature in Harrisburg regarding pension re-

form.                Barbara D’Onofrio, Chairperson 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

Dear Members, 
 
Many of you participate in a variety of charitable activities. Needless to say in many instances your 
work is of a personal nature and you do not seek any accolades. That being said you need to be 
aware that PASR is involved in a variety of efforts to demonstrate to the public that retired school 
employees continue to contribute to the public good without any financial incentives. Our efforts in 
this regard are designed to heighten public awareness that many of our members continue their life 
long efforts to improve our society.  
 
I therefore ask your kind assistance in accomplishing our purpose by filling out the survey on page 
5 and returning same to me. We compile the information you provide into totals of hours worked by 

all of you and use the totals in our public relations. Your names will never be published. We will 
choose one of you to receive a small token of appreciation at our next luncheon as well as a free 
meal. We wish that we could provide all those who send in a survey with a free meal but frankly we 
can not afford to do so. In the hope that you can assist me in this  matter, I remain sincerely yours, 
 
Joseph Mennen. Community Service Chair, 106 Eagle Drive, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462-1602 

More memories of Marian . . . . 
 

“In a conversation, Marian told me her birthday was 7/11 (she said it was like the store – easy to remem-
ber). I told her mine was on Valentine’s Day. This conversation resulted in a long custom of exchanging 
birthday cards. The last one I sent was in the summer of 2015. On the front of the card was a drawing of 
Betty Boop which reminded me of Marian. The best part was the inscription inside- “I don’t know how old 
you are but I do know you have plenty of Boop left in your Betty.” The day she received the card she 
called and we had a good laugh.”        Anonymous 
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PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RETIREES 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 
 

SPRING LUNCHEON THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017 

 

WILLIAM PENN INN 
ROUTE 202 and SUMNEYTOWN PIKE, GWYNEDD, PA 

 

SOCIAL TIME 11:30 – 12.00; LUNCH SERVED AT 12:15 
 

Menu 

 

House Salad with creamy tarragon dressing 

Chicken Marsala served with mushrooms in a Marsala wine sauce 

Fillet of Tilapia served with a lemon brown butter sauce, almonds and chives 

Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes 

Julienne Vegetables Medley 

Rolls and Whipped Butter 

Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee 

Fresh Fruit Cobbler: Peaches and blueberries topped with a shortbread  

streusel, served with whipped cream and mint sprigs 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please participate in our PASR Community Service Project 

Bring a can or packaged food item to the luncheon! 

 
DETACH HERE AND MAIL WITH CHECK FOR $31.00 BY MONDAY, MAY 1, 2017.  

             

NAME(S)_____________________________PHONE ______________________ 

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS          

MENU CHOICE: CHICKEN_________________ TILAPIA__________________ 

 SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO PASR-MCC FOR $ 31.00 per person TO: 

TONY STRAKA - 712 LAWRENCE LANE, AMBLER, PA  19002 

ENTERTAINMENT 
 

Harpist Leslie Stickley 
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To All PASR Members — Thank you for being a volunteer in our community! 
 

PASR Chapters are interested in documenting the hours of service that volunteer retirees contribute to their 
local communities. In doing this, our volunteers show to the community at large a positive picture of the activi-
ties of public school retirees. Please take a moment to complete this form, filling in the appropriate number of 
hours PER YEAR that you volunteer. A summary of this information will be shared with AARP, NRTA, and 
PASR Headquarters.  

 
EDUCATIONAL HRS/YR 
Historical Assn. _____________ 
Library ___________________ 
School Board _______  
Other  _______   
 Total _______  
  
SOCIAL SERVICES  
Boards/Committees _______ 
Cancer Society _______  
Drug/Alcohol _______  
Fire/Ambulance _______  
Fraternal Groups _______ 
Other _______   
Meals on Wheels _______ 
Office of the Aging _______ 
Red Cross _______  
Salvation Army _______  
Service Organization _______ 
Soup Kitchen/Food Bank_______ 
Visitation/Nurturing _______ 
Other _______   
 Total _______  
  
POLITICAL HRS/YR 
Advocacy _______  
Boards/Commissions _______ 
Elections _______  
Other _______   
 Total _______  

RELIGIOUS 
Adult Instruction _______  
Youth Instruction _______ 
Organization _______  
Visitation _______  
Hospital/Nursing Home _______ 
 Total _______  
  
SERVICES TO YOUTH 
Alliance with Youth _______ 
Classroom Volunteer _______ 
Head Start _______  
Latch-Key Program _______ 
Literacy _______   
Scholarships _______  
School Volunteer _______ 
Sports _______   
Tutoring _______  
YMCA/YWCA _______  
Other _______   
Government _______  
 Total    
  
I have served in special leadership roles as follows: 

      

      

      

       

Total Hours for Year / All Categories_______        Chapter_______   

Name___________________________________   E-mail________________________________ 
Phone Number___________________________________     Date_______________________________ 
 Address          ______  
 
Yes, I want my hours counted, but I do not want to be considered for the Volunteer of the Year. 

  

Please return this page to:  Joseph Mennen, 106 Eagle Drive, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 
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With sadness, we note that we have recently been notified of the passing of our col-
leagues from PASR, Montgomery County Chapter: 

Florence Boytim 
Nancy Clarkson 
Calvin J. Cressman 
William Farrell 

Claire Gallagher 
Marian Garrison 
Mary Kuhn 
Jean Leidigh 

Ben Monticciolo 
Henry C. Rahm 
Fern B. Renner 
Bessie Whitney 

 

EDUCATION SUPPORT 
 

Each year the Montgomery County Chapter of 
PASR awards a scholarship 
to an outstanding high school 
senior planning to pursue a 
career in education. The se-
lection is made by the staff of 
a Montgomery County High 
School based on the stu-
dent’s record of academic 

and extracurricular accomplishments.  This 
year’s recipient will be selected from Upper 
Perkiomen Senior High School. 
 

Mary Fenstermacher, Chairperson  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 2016. Some of our members enjoying a 
dinner at Spring House Tavern after a performance of 
“This Wonderful Life” at Act II Playhouse in Ambler.  

Reservation Forms are on Page 7 of this newsletter 
There are no refunds for cancellation for a ticketed trip received  after fhe deadline date 

 

ACT II PLAYHOUSE, AMBLER—Brighton Beach Memoirs. Sunday, June 11, 2PM. We will be return-
ing to the charming and intimate Act II Playhouse in downtown Ambler for a matinee performance of 
Brighton Beach Memoirs. Plan to join us for Neil Simon's award winning semi-autobiographical comedy 
that follows Depression era teenager Eugene Jerome as he pursues his dream of becoming a successful 
comedy writer and deals with the conflicts of his squabbling family. This is a drive yourself trip. For 
those who would like to join us for dinner (on your own) at Spring House Tavern after the play, please 
check that item on the reservation form. $40 
 

LEHIGH VALLEY WINE TRAIL Friday, September 22. Tasting stops at Galen Glen Winery, Blue Moun-
tain Vineyards and Vynecrest Vineyards with buffet lunch included at Macaluso Restaurant, Nesquehon-
ing, PA. No one under age 21 is allowed on this trip. Individuals must have ID with them on the day 
of the tour. . Coach times: Franconia, 8:25 AM-7 PM; Montgomeryville, 8 AM-6:30 PM. $90 
 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM AND CONSTITUTION CENTER. Saturday, October 28. Philly’s 

new museum tells the story of the American Revolution through galleries and historic scenes followed by 
the Constitution Center illuminating the story of “We The People.”  Coach times, Franconia, 8:35 AM-5 
PM; Montgomeryville, 9 AM-4:30 PM. $47 
 

SIGHT AND SOUND “MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS” Thursday, November 30. Travel to the Millennium 
Theater in Lancaster to see a stirring, inspiring stage show of the Christmas Story; meal at Shady Maple 
(on your own).  Coach times: Franconia,10 AM-7:30 PM; Montgomeryville,10:30 AM-7 PM. $87 
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RESERVATION FOR MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS  
November 30, 2017—Reservation Due: Friday, October 27 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE  ______ 
 

ADDRESS            
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

Will board Hagey Coach at (Circle one): Franconia     Montgomeryville 
 

Send check for $87 per person payable to PASR Montco to: 

 
Elise Pancio, 707 Sunnyside Avenue, Audubon, PA 19403 

RESERVATION FOR ACT II—BRIGHTON BEACH MEMOIRS June 11 
Reservation Due: June 9 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE  ______ 
 

ADDRESS            
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES     
Dinner Reservations: (Circle one)   YES/Number of persons _____  N0 
Send check for $40 per person payable to PASR Montco to: 
 

Evelyn Reese, 1708 Supplee Road, Lansdale, PA 19446 

RESERVATION FOR LEHIGH VALLEY WINE TRAIL, Friday, September 22 
Reservation Due: Friday, August 18 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE  ______ 
 

ADDRESS            
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES     
Will board Hagey Coach at (Circle one)  Franconia  Montgomeryville 
Send check for $90 per person payable to PASR Montco to: 
 

Evelyn Reese, 1708 Supplee Road, Lansdale, PA 19446 

RESERVATION FOR AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM AND CONSTITUTION CENTER.  
Saturday, October 28 - . Reservation Due: Friday, September 22 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE  ______ 
 

ADDRESS            
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

Will board Hagey Coach at (Circle one)      Franconia  Montgomeryville 

Send check for $47 per person payable to PASR Montco to: 
 

Evelyn Reese, 1708 Supplee Road, Lansdale, PA 19446 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 182 
HARLEYSVILLE, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

PASR—MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
 

2017 
 

   April 13  Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   May 5  Spring Luncheon, William Penn Inn 
   June 8  Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   September 8 Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   October 1—3   PASR State Convention, Lancaster, PA  
   November 3 Fall Luncheon 
   December 8 Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
 
 

All members are welcome and encouraged to attend any or all of the above events. For more 

information, contact our President, John Worthington at johnandruthy@hotmail.com or 
215,855,4847. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

 Patricia Decktor  Maryann Johnston  Marc Satalof 
 Carolyn Hayes  David Karoczakowski  Anne Scott 
 Susan Blue   Ernest Hadrick  Lisa Malizia 


