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President’s Message 
 

As most of you are aware, Lynn Herman resigned as the Executive Director of PASR. Dr. 
Stephen Vak is serving as a volunteer Executive Director while the PASR Board of Directors 
is searching for Mr. Herman’s replacement for January 2017.  
 

The State Legislature continues to struggle with a variety of problems with Pension Reform 
remaining a major concern. Some movement has been made in the minds of some legisla-
tors but the so-called solutions are not in the best interests of PASR members and future 
PSERS members.  A long-term solution to the growing unfunded liability of both PSERS and 
SERS has yet to be dealt with, leaving that “can to be kicked down the road.” The June 
2016 issue of the PASR Newsletter has a short front page article dealing with the status of 
Pension Reform. 
 

For many years I have been frustrated to learn of the lives of PASR members and their con-
tributions to society as I read their obituaries. It angers me that this information was not 
shared with us while the individual was with us. To help us deal with this frustration, the 
Board initiated a column in our Newsletter featuring the life of a member. The first article on 
Gretchen Keller appeared previously, and William Grun’s life and accomplishments are fea-
tured in this issue. 
 

If you know of a very special person (Montgomery County PASR member) whose life should 
be recognized, please let us know by emailing us at johnandruthy@hotmail.com. 
 

In closing, I would encourage your attendance at the Fall Luncheon to be held November 3 
at the William Penn Inn. Not only will you get to enjoy a wonderful meal but we have ar-
ranged to have the Select String Ensemble from the Bridle Path and Montgomery Elemen-
tary Schools under the direction of Ralph Jackson. They will provide a program of music that 
will blow you away! We had the pleasure of having this group entertain us a number of 
years ago and they were outstanding. Year after year, Mr. Jackson has developed an ex-
ceptional group of 4th, 5th, and 6th graders into a top-notch performing ensemble. You 
won’t want to miss this opportunity to see and hear some of the outstanding young people 
attending our public schools. 
 

John Worthington, President 
Montgomery County PASR 

http://www.pasr.org
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE  

REPORT 
 

Whew!  We survived another budget crisis in Harrisburg without suffering  
changes to our pension. It is my serious concern that this issue will not 
disappear.  
 
I, therefore, urge you to remain vigilant and follow news reports when the legislature con-
venes for the fall session. Please be diligent regarding contacts to your state representa-
tives and senators whenever we notify you that a vote is about to take place. 
 
Let us remain hopeful 
 

Barbara D’Onofrio, Chairperson 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER 

RED CROSS PILLOWCASE PROJECT 
 

  The Red Cross Pillowcase Project was created by the 
American Red Cross in Louisiana following Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005. Loyola University students preparing 
for evacuation gathered their valuables and placed 
them in pillowcases. Red Cross leaders observed the 
practice and created a program in which children living 
in makeshift communities decorated pillowcases as 
emergency supply kits. The project soon became a 
Preparedness Education Program.  
 
In 2015 Disney gave a grant to the Red Cross to design 
and develop a standardized program for a state-of-the-
art preparedness education. The Pillowcase Project will 
help create a generation of young people who under-
stand the science of hazards and empower them to 
take action to prepare  for emergencies. 
 

All teaching materials are professionally prepared for volunteers to go into grades 3, 4, and 
5 throughout Montgomery County. This project presents a great opportunity to use your 
training and skills to help young people prepare to meet unforeseen situations that require a 
level of readiness beyond what most families and communities can effectively provide. 
 
For more information, go to redcross.org/prepare/location/school/preparedness-education 
or contact Kevin Bone, Disaster Program Specialist at 267-246-4309 (cell). 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU. . . . . . . . . . 

When Tom Brokaw 
wrote his book, The 
Greatest Generation, 
he could have in-
cluded our friend 
and fellow PASR life 
member, William 
(Bill) Grun. Bill was 
raised in the Frank-
ford section of Phila-
delphia and gradu-
ated from Frankford 
High School. After 
graduation, he went 
off to Penn State 
University to study 
Industrial Arts. Two 

weeks before the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Bill enlisted in the U. S. Navy, thus putting his PSU stud-
ies on hold. Bill never went to Boot Camp but was immediately sent to Cape May, New Jersey 
where he served as a cook and carpenter on the Mine Sweeper USS CanaryASC25. His next as-
signment was at the Naval Air Station in Atlantic City and then Submarine School in Brigantine, New 
Jersey. His time at the shore ended with his assignment to the destroyer escort USS Seiberlig 
DD441 and  saw extensive combat action in the Pacific. At war’s end in 1945, Bill returned to PSU, 
graduating with honors in 1947.  
 

 Bill began teaching Industrial Arts in the Bristol Township School System. After two years he 
moved to the Abington School District where he taught for 31 years. While at Abington he served on 
numerous curriculum committees and helped build a model Industrial Arts program. He served as 
Department Chair at Abington High School North Campus from 1964 until his retirement. 
 

 While teaching and raising a family with two daughters, and completing a Master’s Degree 
from PSU, Bill re-enlisted in the Navy Reserve and served at Willow Grove Naval Air Station. He 
retired from the Navy as a Lt. Commander after 28 years of service. 
 

 At 96 years young, Bill is a widower. His oldest daughter recently retired after 40 years of 
service at the Neshaminy Manor in Warrington. His youngest daughter, an ordained Presbyterian 
minister, followed her father’s Navy footsteps and is a Two-star Admiral, responsible for all Navy 
chaplains. For the past 25 years Bill has volunteered every Friday at Holicong Middle School teach-
ing Tech Ed.  He  has been directly involved in public education for over 70 years! Bill has taken 
courses at Princeton Seminary, teaches Sunday School classes at Doylestown Presbyterian 
Church, and is involved in Mission work. He contributes time to the Bucks County Conservancy and 
worked with the Habitat for Humanity after Hurricane Sandy. 
 

 When asked how he stays so young, he quickly responded “Keep a positive attitude and 
keep your faith.” His hobbies include biking as shown on a recent TV special, and showing his 1931 
Model A Ford. Bill’s PA Driver License has recently been renewed for four more years, good until 
age 100!  Bill is a quiet caring gentleman who truly represents the Greatest Generation. Thank you 
Bill for your service to our country and the many young people whose lives you have touched.  

 
John Skilton and John Worthington 
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PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RETIREES 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 
 

FALL LUNCHEON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2016 
 

WILLIAM PENN INN 

ROUTE 202 and SUMNEYTOWN PIKE, GWYNEDD, PA 

 

SOCIAL HOUR 11:30 – 12.00; LUNCH SERVED AT 12:15 
 

Menu 
 

House Salad with creamy tarragon dressing 

Chicken Marsala served with mushrooms in a Marsala wine sauce 

Fillet of Tilapia served with a lemon brown butter sauce, almonds and chives  

Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes 

Julienne Vegetables Medley 

Rolls and Whipped Butter 

Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee 

Fresh Fruit Cobbler: Peaches and blueberries topped with a shortbread streusel 

served with whipped cream and mint sprigs 

PROGRAM: 

Montgomery / Bridle Path Select String Ensemble 
 

Please participate in our PASR Community Service Project 

Bring a can or packaged food item to the luncheon! 

 
DETACH HERE AND MAIL WITH CHECK FOR $31.00 BY MONDAY. OCTOBER 31, 2016

             

 NAME(S)_____________________________PHONE ______________________ 

 ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________

 EMAIL ADDRESS          

 MENU CHOICE: CHICKEN_________________ TILAPIA__________________ 

 SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO PASR-MCC FOR $31.00 per person TO: 

TONY STRAKA - 712 LAWRENCE LANE, AMBLER, PA  19002 
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With sadness, we note that we have recently been notified of the passing of our col-
leagues from PASR, Montgomery County Chapter: 

Carol Butterwick 
Irene C. Dansky 
Arthur DeSimone 
Joyce Derstine 
Joan R. Donohue 
Joseph D. Dori 

Patricia D. Eckfeldt 
William Farrell 
Rose Feola 
Sylvia K. Goll 
Mary Holden 
Marge Krug 

Eva F. Kelly 
Norman Kelly 
Marjorie Lukens 
Katheryn J. Matin 
Elizabeth M Mang 

Joseph G. Polya 
Catherine F. Piotrowski 
Margaret W. Reiners 
Betty A. Simon 
Florence E. Yeany 

PASR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

 
Carolyn Hayes     David Korczakowski     Marc Satahop  Deborah Whitlock 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

Dues notification for 2016-17 year were mailed out in late July.  If you haven’t sent in your 
$20.00 renewal check yet, please make it out to PASR-MCC and send to: 
  
 PASR-MCC, PO Box 182, Harleysville, PA 19438.  Thanks!  

Charles Forsythe, Chairperson 

 
This notice was received from our 
PASR Chapter in the Connellsville, PA 
area. 
 
“As many of you are aware, we have 
had a devastating flood in Connellsville 
that now has affected over 400 people 
and over 100 homes- 35 of which are 
total losses and that number is still 
climbing.  Our students lost their first 
week of school to this event.   We are 
hoping other chapters in our region and 
state will consider collecting donations 
to help our community.” 
 
If you wish to aid in this effort, send your 
donation to the address in the notice at 
the right. 
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L/PEC 

We need your contributions for L/PEC.  Presently the General Assembly is attempting to 
craft legislation to reform the pension systems of Pennsylvania’s school (PSERS) and state 
(SERS) employees.  It is vitally important that we, as retired public school personnel, keep 
an active involvement in the legislative process. We need to protect our pension system 
and the solvency of PSERS.  The L/PEC committee provides the funding for the legislative 
efforts toward that goal. No contribution is too small. Make your check payable to PASR L/
PEC and use the coupon below to send a much needed contribution. 

Name_____________________________________________________________   

Address__________________________________________________________   

PASR Chapter_______________________________________________________  

Amount of contribution____________________________ 

================================================================ 

Send to PASR  L/PEC, 878 Century Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA  17055 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
 

Each year the Montgomery County Chapter of PASR awards a 
scholarship to an outstanding senior planning to pursue a career in 
education. The selection is made by the staff of a Montgomery 
County High School based on the student’s record of academic 
and extracurricular accomplishments.   
 
At our May 5, 2016, Spring Luncheon a scholarship for $1,000 was 

presented to Alyssa Roberts, senior at Upper Moreland High School.  While at Up-
per Moreland, Alyssa was enrolled in many AP courses. She was a member of the 
National Honor Society as well as the Marching Band, Jazz Band and Pit Orches-
tra. In her spare time, she worked in a dental office. She was accepted at Drexel, 
Muhlenberg, and University of Pittsburgh. Muhlenberg was the clear winner among 
these three outstanding schools; they signed an outstanding young lady who no 
doubt will make her mark on society. 
 
Alyssa was accompanied by her mother Diane Roberts and Mr. Lawrence Cannon, 
Assistant Principal and Athletic Director of Upper Moreland High School. 
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RESERVATION FOR “This Wonderful Life!” 
Wednesday, December 21, 2 pm 

Reservation deadline—Friday, December 16 
 
 

NAME             TELEPHONE  ______ 
 

ADDRESS            
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

RESERVATION FOR DINNER—Circle one:    Yes No 
 

Send check for $24 per person payable to PASR Montco to: 

Evelyn Reese, 1708 Supplee Road, Lansdale, PA 19446 

PREVIEW OF PASR STATE RECREO TRIPS 

2017 
 

MORE DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER 

 
2017—April 27-May 5—Danube River Cruise. Includes Prague, Nuremburg, Passau, Vienna and 

Budapest. From the splendor of Prague to the Gypsy violins of Budapest, you’ll treasure every moment 
of this memorable Danube River cruise. Enjoy three nights in Prague with guided sightseeing, as well as 
time to explore this marvelous city on your own. Discover the Hradcany Castle grounds; wander through 
Prague’s Jewish Quarter; shop for hand-cut crystal; savor authentic Czech dumplings; stand in Wences-
laus Square, where protestors demonstrated against Communism; or visit one of the many churches. 
Then drive to Nuremberg and set sail for medieval Regensburg, Passau, Vienna, and Budapest, with 
guided sightseeing in each city. Sail through the fascinating Main Danube Canal and witness the scenic 
beauty, as you cruise past quaint towns. Attend a beer tasting; tour Melk’s splendid Benedictine Abbey; 
and experience the music, art, culture, and historical sights in romantic Vienna—a truly memorable vaca-
tion!  

 
2017—Fall—Dates to be announced—Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island. Includes stops at Rock and Roll Mu-

seum, Cleveland; Henry Ford Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Bonner Christmas Wonderland; dinner cruise 
at Pittsburgh, guided tour of Fallingwater. Includes 6 breakfasts and 5 dinners. 

This Wonderful Life! 
We will be returning to the charming and intimate Act II Playhouse in downtown Ambler, PA, for a 
matinee performance of “This Wonderful Life”, Wednesday, December 21 at 2 pm. Plan to join us for 
a hilarious one-man version of the classic heart-warming movie, starring the very popular Tony 
Braithwaite as all of the residents of Bedford Falls.  
This is a drive yourself trip. The play is one hour and fifteen minutes long. For those who would 
like to join us for an early dinner (on your own) at Spring House Tavern after the play, please check 
that item on your reservation form below.  Cost for the play is $24 per person. 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 182 
HARLEYSVILLE, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

PASR—MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
 

2016—2017 
 

   October 13 Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   November 3 Fall Luncheon, William Penn Inn 
   December 8 Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   January 12  Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   February 9  Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   March 9  Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   April 13  Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   May 5  Spring Luncheon, William Penn Inn 
   June 8  Executive Board Meeting, MCIU, 9:30 AM 
   October 1—3   PASR State Convention, Lancaster, PA  
 

All members are welcome and encouraged to attend any of the above events. For more infor-

mation, contact our President, John Worthington at johnandruthy@hotmail.com or 215,855,4847. 

RETIREMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Representatives from the Montgomery County Chapter of PASR distribute a special edition of our After 
School magazine to each of the attendees at PSERS retirement workshops. For most active school employ-
ees, this is their first exposure to the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees.  
 
If you could volunteer about one hour of your time (usually around 5:30 pm) distributing PASR materials at 
one of the PSERS Foundations Workshops, please contact John Worthington at 215.855.4947 for available 
dates, times, and places. 
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