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President’s Message 
 
 

Volunteering is one of the ways Americans come together to address the challenges facing their commu-
nities. The current economic hardships have brought about an increase in volunteerism across the coun-
try as Americans are using service as a solution to address local challenges.  We know that our members 
have taken up that challenge by volunteering throughout the county in a variety of ways.  We are 
"serving, not being served" and are  making a difference in our communities. 
 

Each year our members are asked to submit a survey with the number of hours volunteered.  Please help 
us document the hours of service that you donate to your local communities by filling out the Community 
Service Survey included in this issue.  Even if you do not want to be considered for a Volunteer of the 
Year Award mail your survey to John Worthington or bring it to the May luncheon. And be sure to read 
the article entitled "Volunteer of  the Year Nominations" that tells about a new initiative  by our Commu-
nity Service Committee to highlight outstanding volunteer service to our communities. 
 

There are many people among the ranks of retired school personnel here in Montgomery County who 
have unique talents and interests that reflect an exceptional amount of  time and energy. The Montgom-
ery County Executive Committee wants to recognize these individuals by including a "Meet Our Mem-
bers" article in our newsletters.  In this issue you will meet one of them.  We met Gretchen Keller soon 
after she retired and began attending our luncheon meetings and, along with her husband, friends and 
neighbors, joined us for our RECREO events. She leads a multifaceted life in retirement and we are de-
lighted to be able to share her story with you in the first "Meet Our Members" article on page 3. To the 
extent that it is possible, we would like to meet each one of you.  Please help us in this endeavor  by sub-
mitting either your own story or, with their permission, that of a friend or neighbor who is a member of 
PASR.  Send it to me or to our Public Relations chairman, Richard Luoma, at rsluoma@comcast.net. 
 

Speaking of members, when we recently took a close look at our membership list, we were delighted to 
find that we have sixty eight members who are in a very special group.  They are all members of the 90+ 
Club.  In time, and with their permission, we would like you to meet the PASR Montgomery County Chap-
ter nonagenarians.  Meanwhile, Mary Fenstermacher and her Social Service Memorial Honor Fund Com-
mittee will be sending greetings to each one of them on their birthday and  other special occasions. 
 

At our luncheon meeting at the William Penn Inn on May 7 we will be entertained by the Indian Valley 
Middle School Select Choir under the direction of Mrs. Diane Ramage.  This is a group of thirty- six stu-
dents selected by audition from the 7th and 8th Grade Chorus. Read more about this special group of 
young people on page 3 and then plan to join us as we welcome Mrs. Ramage and the Select Choir to 
our luncheon.  See page 4 to make your reservation. We hope to see you there! 
Until next time, 
 

Evelyn (Evie ) Reese, President, PASR-MCC 

http://www.pasr.org
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    Total Hrs. / Year / All Categories_______     Chapter_______       
 
Phone Number___________________________________     Date_______________________________ 
 
Name________________________________________     E-mail________________________________ 
 
Address             
_______ Yes, I want my hours counted, but I do not want to be considered for the Volunteer of the Year. 
 
Return this form to: John Worthington, 621 Delaware Avenue, Lansdale, PA 19446-3418 

 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE SURVEY 
 

To All PASR Members — Thank you for being a volunteer in our community! 
 

PASR Chapters are interested in documenting the hours of service that volunteer retirees contribute to 
their local communities. In doing this, our volunteers show to the community at large a positive picture of 
the activities of public school retirees. Please take a moment to complete this form, filling in the appropri-
ate number of hours PER YEAR that you volunteer. A summary of this information will be shared with 
AARP, NRTA, and PASR Headquarters. 
 
EDUCATIONAL HRS/YR 
Historical Assn. .................................. _______ 
Library ................................................ _______ 
School Board ..................................... _______ 
Other  ................................................. _______ 
 Total ............................................... _______ 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES  
Boards/Committees ........................... _______ 
Cancer Society .................................. _______ 
Drug/Alcohol ...................................... _______ 
Fire/Ambulance .................................. _______ 
Fraternal Groups ................................ _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
Meals on Wheels ............................... _______ 
Office of the Aging ............................. _______ 
Red Cross .......................................... _______ 
Salvation Army ................................... _______ 
Service Organization ......................... _______ 
Soup Kitchen/Food Bank ................... _______ 
Visitation/Nurturing ............................ _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
 Total ............................................... _______ 

 

 

 

 

POLITICAL HRS/YR 
Advocacy ............................................ _______ 
Boards/Commissions ......................... _______ 
Elections ............................................. _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
 Total................................................ _______ 
 
RELIGIOUS 
Adult Instruction ................................. _______ 
Youth Instruction ................................ _______ 
Organization ....................................... _______ 
Visitation ............................................. _______ 
Hospital/Nursing Home ...................... _______ 
 Total................................................ _______ 
 
SERVICES TO YOUTH 
Alliance with Youth ............................. _______ 
Classroom Volunteer .......................... _______ 
Head Start .......................................... _______ 
Latch-Key Program ............................ _______ 
Literacy ............................................... _______ 
Scholarships ....................................... _______ 
School Volunteer ................................ _______ 
Sports ................................................. _______ 
Tutoring .............................................. _______ 
YMCA/YWCA ..................................... _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
Government........................................ _______ 
 Total................................................ _______ 

I have served in special leadership roles as follows: 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

L/PEC 
We need your contributions for L/PEC.  Presently the General Assembly is attempting to craft legislation to 
reform the pension systems of Pennsylvania’s school (PSERS) and state (SERS) employees.  It is vitally im-
portant that we, as retired public school personnel, keep an active involvement in the legislative process. We 
need to protect our pension system and the solvency of PSERS.  The L/PEC committee provides the funding 
for the legislative efforts toward that goal. No contribution is too small. Make your check payable to PASR L/
PEC and use the coupon below to send a much needed contribution. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------———————— 

Name_____________________________________________________________    

Address__________________________________________________________    

PASR Chapter_______________________________________________________   

Amount of contribution____________________________ 

======================================================================= 

Send to PASR  L/PEC, 878 Century Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA  17055 

              

MEET OUR MEMBERS 
 

In this newsletter and future newsletters, PASR Montgomery County Chapter 
would like to recognize a member who has been a loyal supporter of our or-
ganization. Today we visit Gretchen Keller who was the Food Service Man-
ager at Hatboro Horsham Senior High school for 30 years and retired in June, 
2010. She and her husband, Derel, will celebrate 53 years of marriage in 
June. They have 3 children, all graduates of Hatboro Horsham—Kim (U. of 
Delaware), Bill (Penn State), and Rick ( Susquehanna U.) and 10 grandchil-
dren, 8 girls and 2 boys. 
 

 In 2009 Derel and Gretchen moved to Shepherd’s Crossing, a senior community at Christ’s Home in 
Warminster. Active in the community, Gretchen is chairman of the kitchen committee, an avid Pinochle and 
Rummikube player, exercises daily (has walked 750 miles since December 2013), does water aerobics, yoga 
and plays a little tennis. She volunteers once a week with the Personal care residents at Christ’s Home doing 
baking and food preparation followed by an activity highlighting holidays and special days of the year. 
 

 Gretchen is president of Willow Springs Questers. She enjoys getting a group of friends together for 
many of our chapter’s RECREO trips. She is a greeter at church and is in the Altar Guild. 
 

 Gretchen says that she is thankful daily for continued good health, for wonderful family, friends, and 
neighbors, and for her home at Shepherd’s Crossing. These are true blessings. 

The Indian Valley Middle School Select Choir 
 

The Indian Valley Middle School Select Choir, under the direction of Mrs. Diane 
Ramage, is a group of 36 students selected by audition from the 7th and 8th Grade 
Chorus. This group of motivated students meets every Wednesday morning from 
7:00—7:30 AM to learn and rehearse music specifically chosen to stretch the students’ 
abilities and challenge them. These students also perform with the full 7th and 8th 

Grade Chorus. These are multi-talented students, many of whom also perform with the band or orchestra at 
Indian Valley and also participate in many sports and other activities outside of school. This year, the Select 
Choir participated in a concert with the Valley Forge Singers, a premier women’s barbershop choir, and also 
performed at the Peter Becker Christmas Luncheon. 
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PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RETIREES 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 
FALL LUNCHEON THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2015 

 

WILLIAM PENN INN 

ROUTE 202 and SUMNEYTOWN PIKE, GWYNEDD, PA 
 

SOCIALIZATION  11:30 – 12 NOON; LUNCH SERVED AT 12:30 
 

Menu 
 

House Salad with creamy tarragon dressing 

Chicken Marsala served with mushrooms in a Marsala wine sauce 

Fillet of Tilapia served with a lemon brown butter sauce, almonds and chives  

Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes 

Julienne Vegetables Medley 

Rolls and Whipped Butter 

Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee 

Fresh Fruit Cobbler: Peaches and blueberries topped with a shortbread streusel 

served with whipped cream and mint sprigs 

  

ENTERTAINMENT: 
 

Indian Valley Middle School Select Choir  

 
 

Mrs. Diane Ramage, Director 
 
 
 
 

Please participate in our PASR Community Service Project 
   Bring a can or packaged food item to the luncheon! 

 
DETACH HERE AND MAIL WITH CHECK FOR $28 BY MONDAY. MAY 4, 2014  

              

 NAME(S)_____________________________PHONE #_________________________ 

 ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________  

 EMAIL ADDRESS           

 MENU CHOICE: CHICKEN_________________ TILAPIA__________________ 

 SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO PASR-MCC FOR $28.00 per person TO: 

 TONY STRAKA - 712 LAWRENCE LANE, AMBLER, PA  19002 
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EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT 
 

One of the responsibilities of our Educational Support Committee is 
the awarding of a scholarship to a Montgomery County high school 
senior who is planning a career in education.  
 

This year the scholarship will be presented at our Spring Luncheon 
to a student from Upper Merion School District. The amount has 
been increased from $500 to $750. We look forward to meeting with 
this deserving student on May 7, 2015 at William Penn Inn.  

With sadness we note the 

passing of our colleagues: 

Louis W. Buckwalter 
Henry DiMito 

Joseph J. Jones 
Lillian G. McElhome 

2015 MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

Once again this year we will be participating in the statewide membership campaign. We will be 
mailing to nearly 4,000 people who have retired from School Districts, Vocational Technical Schools 
and the Intermediate Unit in Montgomery County. We will be introducing them to both our State 
PASR Association and our Montgomery County Chapter and the reasons why they should join one 
or both organizations.   
 

Since we have not been able to get the names and addresses of retirees from the PSERS organi-
zation since 2004 and our local districts have not been able to provide them to us because of a 
court injunction that has been in place, we have had to try and obtain the names and addresses of 
recent retirees from a variety of sources.  We have spent extensive amounts of time trying to be 
sure that these addresses are accurate, but as we all know, many people move once they retire. 
Although there have been many more people that have retired recently, we hope this effort of con-
tacting these 4,000 names will help us obtain many new members.  
 

Our organization uses the dues collected from membership to do the work that helps support all our 
activities for members and also supports the activities at the State level.  

 

The results of this membership drive will be reported in a future issue of the newsletter. 
 

Thanks for being a loyal member of the Montgomery County Chapter of PASR! 
 

Charles Forsythe, Membership Chairperson  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS 

 
As in past years, the Montgomery County Chapter of PASR is preparing to select our Volunteer of 
the Year. Many of our members are involved in numerous volunteer activities.  The Executive Board 
sees a need to highlight outstanding volunteer service to our communities not only to recognize 
such service but also to encourage others to become involved in volunteerism. 
 
To that end we will continue to utilize the survey form on page 2 of this newsletter. But, we would 
also like to give the membership an opportunity to nominate a Montgomery County PASR member 
for consideration for the Volunteer of the Year Award.  If you know of an individual who, in your 
opinion, is deserving of recognition, please submit a resume of that individual's service.  The re-
sume should include the person's name, address, telephone number and a description of their vol-
unteer activity. Feel free to nominate yourself.  Nominations should be sent to:  John Worthington, 
621 Delaware Avenue, Lansdale, PA 19446-3418 by June 31, 2015.  You can also bring them to 
the spring luncheon meeting on May 7, 2015.  
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PASR MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 

      2015 
Our RECREO Committee has some enjoyable excursions planned for our Montgomery County Chapter 

members, families and friends.  Don’t delay—space is limited for each trip so reserve early.  

Reservation forms for these trips are on page 7 of this newsletter.  
There are no refunds for cancellations made for a ticketed trip if the cancellation is 

received after the deadline. 
 

Forbidden Broadway: Greatest Hits  – Sunday, May 24 

 In this long-running Off Broadway hit musical revue, Broadway's greatest musical 
legends meet Broadway's greatest satirist in this hilarious, loving and endlessly enter-
taining tribute to some of the theatre's greatest stars and songwriters.  Join us as we 
return to the charming and intimate Act II Playhouse in downtown Ambler, PA.  Sit 
back and enjoy a 2:00 pm matinee performance, then take a short stroll to From the 

Boot – one of the best known Italian restaurants in the area - for a casual dinner (on your own) with 
your friends and colleagues. Municipal parking lots (free meter parking on Sunday) are available 
for this drive-yourself trip.  Cost is $ 31.00 per person. Reservation deadline is Monday May 
18. 

Mormon Tabernacle Choir at Carnegie Hall—Thursday, July 2 

Hear the 360 voice world renowned choir and 68 member orchestra covering every-
thing from Bach and Broadway to American folk hymns and spirituals. Dinner on 
your own at Clinton State Diner. The Perkiomen Coach will pick up at Souderton at 
2 pm and return 12:35 am, or Montgomeryville at 1:35 pm and return at12:55 am. 

Cost is $112 per person. Reservation deadline is April 29. 
 

Washington National Cathedral—Wednesday, September 23 

Late breakfast included at Cracker Barrel. Organ demonstration and walking Guided 
Tour of the Cathedral’s highlights. Afternoon Tea is included at the Cathedral with Tea 
Sandwiches, Scones and Hot Tea. Hagey Coach will pick up and return at Franconia, 
6:45 am /8:30 pm  or Montgomeryville at  7:10 am /8 pm. Cost is $92 per person. Res-
ervation deadline is  August 21. 

 

Philadelphia Oddities—Mutter and Penitentiary—Friday, October 9 

See the strange and weird with a visit to the Mutter Museum, America’s finest museum of medi-
cal history. After free time at the Bourse Independence Mall for lunch, head to the East-
ern State Penitentiary for a guided tour; see where Willie Sutton and Al Capone were 
held. Perkiomen Coach will pick up at Souderton, 8:50 am, return at 4:30 pm; Montgom-
eryville at 9:15 am, return at 4:15 pm. Cost is $57 per person. Reservation deadline is 
August 6. 

 

Longwood Gardens - Friday, December 4 

Walk through half a million twinkling lights, thousands of poinsettias and adorned trees. 
Dinner, included at Mendenhall Inn. Hagey Coach will pick up at Franconia at 2:50 pm, 
return at  10:30 pm; or at Montgomeryville at 3:15 pm and return at 10 pm.  Cost is $88 
per person. Reservation deadline is November 2. 
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RESERVATION FOR MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR 
Reservation deadline—April 29 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pick up at Souderton / Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
Total amount enclosed ($112 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

 

Elise Pancio, 707 Sunnyside Avenue, Audubon, PA 19403 

RESERVATION FOR FORBIDDEN BROADWAY 
ACT II AMBLER PLAYHOUSE Reservation deadline—MONDAY, MAY 18 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Number of dinner reservations:    
Total amount enclosed ($31 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

Mary Fenstermacher, 4248 Wendy Way, Schwenksville, PA 19473 

RESERVATION FOR WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL 
Reservation deadline—August 21 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pick up at Franconia / Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
Total amount enclosed ($92 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 

RESERVATION FOR PHILADELPHIA ODDITIES 
Reservation deadline—August 6 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pickup at Souderton / Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
Total amount enclosed ($ 57 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

Elise Pancio, 707 Sunnyside Avenue, Audubon, PA 19403 

RESERVATION FOR LONGWOOD GARDENS 
Reservation deadline—November 2 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pick up at Franconia / Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
Dinner choice (CIRCLE ONE): Salmon  -  Stuffed chicken breast 
Total amount enclosed ($88 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 5 
FREDERICK, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
PASR 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
2015 

 

 
April 9, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
May 7, Spring Luncheon, Wm Penn Inn 

May 24, RECREO, Forbidden Broadway,  Ambler Theater 
June 11, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 

July 2, RECREO, Mormon Tabernacle Choir at Carnegie Hall 
September 2, RECREO, Washington National Cathedral 

October 9, RECREO, Philadelphia Oddities 
December 4, RECREO, Longwood Gardens 

 

More details for trips on page 6. 
 

All members are welcome and encouraged to attend any of the above 
events. For more information, contact our President, Evelyn Reese at 
ejreese1@verizon.net or 610.584.5789. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEW  

MEMBERS 
OF PASR 

 
MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY 
CHAPTER 

 
 

Doris Fenton 
 

Joan Silverman 


