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President’s Message 
 

Happy New Year!  I hope that 2014 will be a happy, healthy one for you all. 
 

Although none of us can predict with any degree of accuracy what the year has in store, we can look 
at the legislative and membership challenges and anticipate that it will be a busy one for PASR 
statewide and therefore for our local chapter. At the chapter level the PASR Board of Directors has 
asked us to accomplish the following goals for 2013-2014 as we strive to fulfill our mission – to 
serve those in need and help one another enjoy retirement. 
 

  Goal #1 – Expand/Improve Services to Others  
  Goal #2– Expand/Improve Social Opportunities for Members  
  Goal # 3 –Expand/Improve Information to Members/Nonmembers 
  Goal #4–  Expand/Improve Economic Benefits for Members.   
  Goal #5 -  Grow and Strength Your Association 
 

I’m sure you have read and heard that the current structure of PSERS, our retirement system, is be-
ing challenged, putting at risk the pensions of new hires and active employees and, possibly, the 
benefits current retirees are receiving. We are all annuitant members of the system and we need to 
be informed about the issues and involved in the fight to preserve our pension system. According to 
PASR Executive Director, Richard C. Rowland, “The issues are tremendously complex and the con-
sequences are far reaching—for both active and retired public employees and for the taxpayers of 
Pennsylvania.” How, then, can we become informed and how can we get involved? By taking advan-
tage of the opportunity presented by our Association to be part of the legislative process as it is hap-
pening. As the debate on pension “reform” is resumed in the legislature, PASR will communicate 
directly with members with email addresses via e-mail blasts, and with targeted contacts, when the 
legislature tries to move something relative to pensions. You will be given the information you need 
and asked to contact your legislators, sometimes within a day or two, to offer support or voice your 
concerns about the positions they are taking. You will be informed—and you will be involved. If you 
have not been receiving emails from PASR but would like to be part of the information chain, please 
register as a member on the PASR website right away so that your current email address will be on 
file. 
 

Each one of you can also help by visiting your legislator personally, contacting them by phone or 
writing a polite letter that expresses your views on the present reform issue. Legislators need to 
know the views of their constituents in order to adequately represent them, so let them know you are 
in opposition to the move to replace your defined benefit plan with 401(k) style individual retirement 
accounts. Demand that public hearings be held on any and all proposals seeking to change the re-
tirement benefits provided for Pennsylvania school retirees and urge them not to act in haste to pass  

http://www.pasr.org
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

I feel strongly that this past summer’s efforts 
of our select contact teams were successful 
in postponing any vote on pension reform in 
the last legislative session in Harrisburg. 
Visits to state senators were met with varied 
responses; however, the presence of PASR 

had to have some impact. It is anyone’s guess as to future 
legislation in regard to this issue which is so important to us 
as retirees. Please be aware of any information that comes 
to your attention in the next legislative session and act ac-
cordingly. 

Barbara D’Onofrio, Chairperson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inge Friedberg and Steve Ewall help-
ing prepare a mailing to prospective 
members. Increasing our member-
ship is crucial to the success of our 
chapter’s goals. 

any proposals solely for political purposes. 
 

February will be a very busy month for the members of PASR Montgomery County.  We will be 
“starting the climb” to achieve our chapter goal… to recruit a number of “new state members” equal 
to 10% of our current total…by initiating a major membership campaign. Our Secretary/Membership 
Chair, Charles Forsythe, and a very helpful committee of members will be sending out over 4,000 
letters with a strong message encouraging state PASR membership as well as chapter member-
ship. If you get a letter and have not joined as a state member, please consider doing so. Numbers 
reflect power in Harrisburg!  Our strength and ability to effect legislation that is beneficial to retired 
school employees is in direct proportion to the numbers on our membership roles. PASR members 
need you in this battle to protect our pension and to keep our organization viable and able to repre-
sent the best interests of school retirees. 
 

With the goal of “expanding social opportunities for members” in mind, the RECREO committee has 
been busy planning a full calendar of fun things for you to do.  Check them out elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  Reserve space for yourself, your family and your friends and come on along!  We’re 
looking forward to seeing you. 
 

Until next time, 
Evelyn (Evie) Reese 
President, PASR-MCC 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
 

PASR—MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 
 

SPRING LUNCHEON 

MAY 1, 2014 

Social Hour—11:30-12:30; luncheon served at 12:30 
 

WILLIAM PENN INN, GWYNEDD 
 

GUEST SPEAKER:  RICHARD C. ROWLAND, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF PASR 
 

Rowland will update attendees on the pension crisis and answer all questions. 

Please plan to attend. Reservation form in next newsletter and on our website. 



PASR-MONTCO was proud to present to Senator Stew-
art Greenleaf the Joseph Siegman Award honoring him 
as the 2013 Legislator of the Year.  The outstanding 
legislator of the year was established in 1991 in mem-
ory of Joseph Siegman who served as PASR Legisla-
tive Chairman for more than 20 years.  PASR presents 
the award periodically to a legislator who has made out-
standing contributions on behalf of public school retir-
ees.  L-R John Worthington, Senator Greenleaf, An-
thony Straka, Ben Hynes and Barbara D’Onofrio.  Con-
gratulations Senator!!! 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO PASR, MONTGOMERY COUNTY!! 

Sylvia Bess 
Phyllis Bray, Jr. 
Robert Bray, Jr. 
Barbara Breitinger 
Kathryn Brewer 

Joann Caplan 
P. Michael Coble 
William Dodds 
Linda Dubin Garfield 
Olive Harkness 
Timothy Hoffman 
Carol Hresko Altadonna 
Nancy Johnson 

George Joseph 
Caroline Katherine 
Stephen Marcheski 
Francis McCaffrey 
Joan Miler 
John Parker 
Joseph Piccirilli 
Alice Portlock Payne 

William Schofield, Jr. 
Jean Schmuhi 
Edith Schwarz 
Fredda Segal 
Barbara Shields 
Joseph Sirelli 
Maria Sirelli 
Claire Waters 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
PASR-Montco continues to support the Catholic 

Social Services 
Montco Food 
Cupboard as one 
of its community 
activities. Mr. 
Ben Hynes, seen 
here, has been 
actively working 
with the cup-
board for many 
years. 

Mr. Joseph Mennen is now heading up this 
worthwhile endeavor as a project for our PASR, 
Montgomery County Chapter.  
 

Another activity for this committee is choosing 
our “Volunteer of the Year.” Please fill out the 
form on page 4 of this newsletter and return it as 
soon as possible. 

Links to Helpful Websites 
 

For each link place the cursor on the link.  
Press Ctrl & Click to follow the link 

 

Our state PASR website, www.pasr.org is a storehouse 
of valuable information for you. Check it out. If you are 
not yet a member of our state and local groups, you can 
join there. Go to the right corner and register. 
 

You are urged to contact your legislators in regards to 
legislative action of importance to the members of PASR 
and all Pennsylvania school retirees. The following link 
will direct you to contact information for each legislator.  
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/
findyourlegislator/#address 
 

If you are a member of PASR you can access the con-
tact information for your representatives through the 
following link.  It is in the Members Only section so you 
will need to sign in to access it. 

https://www.pasr.org/news.asp?id=264 

L/PEC  

We would like to thank all of you who contributed to the L/PEC Fund in 2012-2013.  You may recall 

that each chapter was presented with the goal “to increase L/PEC contributions equivalent to 50 

cents per state member.” Thanks to your generosity, the Montgomery County Chapter met that chal-

lenge, placing us among the twenty three chapters in the state who were able to meet their fundrais-

ing goal. Your support helped the L/PEC State Committee establish its solvency and fund its projects 

such as the Legislative Candidate Surveys which were used in the November 2012 elections. 

http://www.pasr.org
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/#address
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/#address
https://www.pasr.org/news.asp?id=264
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EDUCATIONAL HRS/YR 
Historical Assn. .................................. _______ 
Library ................................................ _______ 
School Board ...................................... _______ 
Other  ................................................. _______ 
 Total ............................................... _______ 
 
SOCIAL SERVICES  
Boards/Committees ............................ _______ 
Cancer Society ................................... _______ 
Drug/Alcohol ....................................... _______ 
Fire/Ambulance .................................. _______ 
Fraternal Groups ................................ _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
Meals on Wheels ................................ _______ 
Office of the Aging .............................. _______ 
Red Cross .......................................... _______ 
Salvation Army ................................... _______ 
Service Organization .......................... _______ 
Soup Kitchen/Food Bank ................... _______ 
Visitation/Nurturing ............................. _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
 Total ............................................... _______ 

POLITICAL HRS/YR 
Advocacy ............................................ _______ 
Boards/Commissions ......................... _______ 
Elections ............................................. _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
 Total ............................................... _______ 
 

RELIGIOUS 
Adult Instruction ................................. _______ 
Youth Instruction ................................ _______ 
Organization ....................................... _______ 
Visitation ............................................. _______ 
Hospital/Nursing Home ...................... _______ 
 Total ............................................... _______ 
 

SERVICES TO YOUTH 
Alliance with Youth ............................. _______ 
Classroom Volunteer ......................... _______ 
Head Start .......................................... _______ 
Latch-Key Program ............................ _______ 
Literacy ............................................... _______ 
Scholarships ....................................... _______ 
School Volunteer ................................ _______ 
Sports ................................................. _______ 
Tutoring .............................................. _______ 
YMCA/YWCA ..................................... _______ 
Other .................................................. _______ 
Government ....................................... _______ 

I have served in special leadership roles as follows: 

____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________     Total Hrs. / Year / All Categories_______     Chapter_______ 

 

Phone Number___________________________________     Date_______________________________  

 

Name________________________________________     E-mail________________________________ 

 

Address             
_______ Yes, I want my hours counted, but I do not want to be considered for the Volunteer of the Year. 
 
Return this form to:  Joseph Mennen, 106 Eagle Drive, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE SURVEY 
  

To All PASR Members — Thank you for being a volunteer in our community! 
 

PASR Chapters are interested in documenting the hours of service that volunteer retirees contribute to their 
local communities. In doing this, our volunteers show to the community at large a positive picture of the activi-
ties of public school retirees. Please take a moment to complete this form, filling in the appropriate number of 
hours PER YEAR that you volunteer. A summary of this information will be shared with AARP, NRTA, and 
PASR Headquarters. 
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With sadness, we note that we have recently 
been notified of the passing of colleagues 
from PASR, Montgomery County Chapter: 

Helen Andresen 
Howard Bailey 
Eileen Cawley 
Gerald Hottenstein 
Doris Marshall 
Willard Rhodes 

Ruth Roland 
Jean Spangler 
Millie Stickeler 
Florence Struthers 
Glenn Turner 
Paul Wilson 

WHAT IS A LIST-SERV? 

A LIST-SERV is a aggregate of information such 
as articles, editorials, special features that you 
would receive on either a daily, weekly, or monthly 
basis after you subscribe to these various sites 
over time. They seem to give you another view-
point from the standard newspaper that you might 
now receive. Remember, you can UNSUBCRIBE 
to these LIST-SERVS anytime you want. You can 
also bring them up when you want to without sub-
scribing to them if you wish. Try them for fun.  
Some of these LIST-SERVS are listed below for 
you to try.  

www.alternet.org 
www.thedailybeast.com 
www.sciencedaily.com 
www.tomdispatch.com 

www.nationofchange.org 
www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov 

www.democracynow.org 
www.moveon.org 

www.aarp.org 
www.care2.org 

www.hubblesite.org 

Steve Ewall, Chapter Webmaster 

The Social Service Memorial Honor Fund, 
Montgomery County Chapter, remembered 
their shut-ins with lovely poinsettias and 
cards at Christmas. We know that many of 
these folks would like to attend our meet-
ings but certain circumstances prevent this. 

We want them to know that they are missed and hope 
this gesture made the holidays more enjoyable for 
them. 

Mary Fenstenmacher, Chairperson 

FUTURE RECREO TRIPS 
 

Better with a Band – Thursday, August 7, 2014. Travel to Clinton, New Jersey and the Hunterdon Play-
house where you will enjoy an original show and plated lunch.  Expect fantastic singing and dancing, the phe-
nomenal sounds of a LIVE orchestra and the enduring songs and styles from some favorite eras – the music 
that has entertained us all throughout our lives.  Departure time for this trip is 9:15 a.m. at Hagey Tours Termi-
nal in Franconia Township and 9:40 a.m.at Montgomeryville Mall in Montgomeryville. Approximate arrival 
home 5:00-5:30 p.m.  
 
Kegs, Corks & A Castle – Wednesday, September 24, 2014. Tour the Yuengling Brewery in Pottsville. Then 
enjoy an included lunch at Stokesay Castle in Reading before heading to the Clover Hills Vineyard and Winery 
for a tour and tasting. Departure time for this trip is 7:10 a.m. in Montgomeryville, 7:35 am in Souderton and ---
at Quakertown. Approximate arrival home 6:00 p.m.   
 
Afternoon Tea – Friday, October 17, 2014, 2-4 pm – Manufacturers’ Golf and Country Club. Enjoy a mu-
sical interlude in the delightful sunroom before moving to the beautiful dining room overlooking the rolling 
countryside for sandwiches, sweets and tea.   

 

Costs and reservation forms for these trips will be in our April Newsletter. 

Members of our 
State Membership 
Committee at our 
last State conven-
tion. From L to R: 
DeAnna Mahler, 
Verango County, 
Region 9; William 
Neugebauer, Chair-

man of the State Membership Committee; and 
Charles Forsythe, our Montgomery County Member-
ship Chairman.  

STATE RECREO—May 6-10. My Old 
Kentucky Home, Louisville and Bards-
town, KY. Some included highlights 
are a breakfast tour of Churchill 

Downs, visit to the Louisville Slugger Museum, 
Heaven Hill Distillery, and a dinner riverboat cruise. 
Leave from Reading East at 7 am; cost is $953 dou-
ble, $1,214 single. Go to pasr.org  for more details. 

http://www.alternet.org
http://www.thedailybeast.com
http://www.sciencedaily.com
http://www.tomdispatch.com
http://www.nationofchange.org
http://www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov
http://www.democracynow.org
http://www.moveon.org
http://www.aarp.org
http://www.care2.org
http://www.hubblesite.org
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2014 
Our RECREO Committee has some enjoyable excursions planned for our Montgomery County Chapter 
members, families and friends.  Don’t delay—space is limited for each trip so reserve early.  

 

Neil Simon’s “Hotel Suite” – Sunday, March 9, 2014.  Broadway’s King of Comedy at the top 
of his game – a lively comedic medley of one-act plays following two neurotic couples at cross-
roads in their lives in hotels in New York, California and London. This live theater production at 

the charming and intimate Act II Playhouse in downtown Ambler offers an entertaining 
look at two very different couples and the circumstances that bring them together and pull them 

apart. Sit back and enjoy a 2:00 pm matinee performance, then take a short stroll to From the Boot – one of 
the best known Italian restaurants in the area - for a casual dinner with your friends and colleagues. Munici-
pal parking lots (free metered parking on Sunday) are available for this drive-yourself trip.  Theater tickets 
are $32.00 per person.  Reservations will be made for dinner; meal selections will be from the menu. Reser-
vation deadline: Monday, March 3.  Only 6 tickets left for this trip! 
 

Cherry Blossoms in Washington DC – Saturday, April 5, 2014.  Hop on board a Hagey coach 
for a driver-guided tour of the Washington, DC area.  In addition to seeing the magnificent cherry 
blossoms in bloom around the Tidal Basin, you will also have a chance to view the Capitol Build-
ing and the Lincoln, Vietnam, Jefferson and World War II Memorials.  You will then be transported 
to the Smithsonian Museum area where you will have free time to browse through the various mu-
seums and galleries. You are welcome to bring a bag lunch or purchase it at the National Gallery of Art Cafe-
teria. Dinner is on your own at the Delaware House, I-95 rest area. Departure for this trip is 6:30 a.m. at the 
Hagey Tours Terminal in Franconia Township and 6:55 a.m. at the Montgomery Mall in Montgomeryville, Pa.  
Approximate arrival time home is 10:30 – 11:00 pm. The cost is $47.00 per person.  The reservation 
deadline for this trip is Friday, February 28, 2014. . 
 

American Music Theater – “In the Mood” - Sunday, April 27, 2014.  Journey back to the 1940s 
for an afternoon concert featuring the Swing era.  In the Mood presents a retro 1040s musical revue 
featuring the In the Mood singers and dancers, and the sensational String of Pearls Big Band Or-
chestra. Lunch included at Hershey Farm Restaurant. Departure for this trip 10:50 a.m. at the 
Hagey Tours Terminal in Franconia Township and 11:15 a.m. at the Montgomeryville Mall in Mont-
gomeryville, PA Approximate arrival time home is 8;00-9:30 p.m. The cost is $86 per person.  The 

reservation deadline is Friday, March 21, 2014.  
 

River Lady and Historic Smithville – Wednesday, May 21, 2014. Travel to Tom’s River, 
New Jersey and board the River Lady for a three hour luncheon (included) cruise. Then on to 
Historic Smithville where there are 60 shops, 6 restaurants and a serene and scenic Lake 
Monroe to enjoy as you stroll around the beautifully landscaped grounds.  Departure for this 
trip is 8:00 a.m. at Hagey Tours  Terminal in Franconia Township and 8:30 a.m. at the Mont-
gomeryville Mall in Montgomeryville, Pa.  Approximate arrival time home is 7:00 – 7:30 p.m. The cost is $66 
per person.  The reservation deadline is Wednesday, April 16, 2014.  
 

Hershey Gardens in Hershey, PA – Friday, June 20, 2014. Visit Hershey, Pennsylvania and see 
more than 7,000 roses of 275 varieties in a traditional rose garden. Enjoy a delicious Luncheon 
Buffet, included, at the famed Hotel Hershey. Then meet a step-on guide for a tour of the Sweetest 
Place on Earth before visiting Founders Hall at the Milton Hershey School.  Departure time for this 
trip is 7:50 a.m. at Hagey Tours Terminal in Franconia Township and 8:15 a.m.at Montgomeryville 
Mall in Montgomeryville. Approximate arrival home 8:00–9:30 p.m. The cost is $77 per person. 

The reservation deadline is Friday, May 16, 2014. 
 

Reservation forms for these trips are on page 7 of this newsletter. 
There are no refunds for cancellations made for a ticketed trip after the reservation deadline . 
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RESERVATION FOR NEIL SIMON’S HOTEL SUITE—SUNDAY, MARCH 9 
ACT II PLAYHOUSE, AMBLER 

Reservation deadline—MONDAY MARCH 3 
 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL       GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

DINNER RESERVATIONS—Yes  /  No—(please circle) 
 

Total amount enclosed ($32 each):   .Make check payable to PASR Montco and send to 
Mary Fenstermacher, 4348 Wendy Way, Schwenksville, PA 19473 

RESERVATION FOR CHERRY BLOSSOMS, WASHINGTON, DC—SATURDAY, APRIL 5 
Reservation deadline—FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL       GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

Will board the bus at (circle one)  Hagey Terminal, Franconia     OR     Montgomery Mall, Montgomeryville 
 

Total amount enclosed ($47 each):   .Make check payable to PASR Montco and send to 

John Skilton, 1758 Morgan Lane, Collegeville, PA 19426 

RESERVATION FOR AMERICAN MUSIC THEATER—SUNDAY APRIL 27 
Reservation deadline—FRIDAY, MARCH 21 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL       GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

Will board the bus at (circle one)  Hagey Terminal, Franconia     OR     Montgomery Mall, Montgomeryville 
 

Total amount enclosed ($86 each):   . Make check payable to PASR Montco and send to 
 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 

RESERVATION FOR RIVER LADY AND HISTORIC SMITHVILLE—WEDNESDAY, MAY 21 
Reservation deadline—WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL       GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

Will board the bus at (circle one)  Hagey Terminal, Franconia     OR     Montgomery Mall, Montgomeryville 
 

Total amount enclosed ($66 each):   .Make check payable to PASR Montco and send to 
 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 

RESERVATION FOR HERSHEY GARDENS—FRIDAY, JUNE 20 
Reservation deadline—FRIDAY, MAY 16 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL       GUESTS’ NAMES     
 

Will board the bus at (circle one)  Hagey Terminal, Franconia     OR     Montgomery Mall, Montgomeryville 
Total amount enclosed ($77 each):   .Make check payable to PASR Montco and send to 
 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 5 
FREDERICK, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

PASR— 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

2014 
 

February 13 Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
March 9 Act II Playhouse, Ambler 
March 13 Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
April 5  Cherry Blossom Tour 
April 10 Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
April 27 American Music Theater Trip 
May 1  Spring Luncheon 
May 21 River Lady Cruise/Smithville 
June 12  Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am  
June 20 Hershey Gardens 
 
All members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend any of the above events. For more in-
formation, contact our President, Evelyn Reese 
at 610.584.5789. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evelyn Reese shown receiving an award at 
the recent state convention for serving as L/
PEC State Chairman for four years. In addi-
tion, Evie has served our chapter in many 
ways including President and RECREO chair-
person. Thank you, Evie, for all your service 
to our local and state organization. 


