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President’s Message 
 

 Wishing you all a Happy and Prosperous New Year.  Now that the busy holiday season is behind 
us, we can take a moment to catch our breaths. Not a chance! As this is being written, the State still does 
not have a budget, the Presidential debates go on and on and the stock market jumps all over the place. 
 

 I’d like to take a moment to give a big thank you to Evie Reese for her leadership and hard work 
over the years. She served as the President of our Montgomery Chapter for the past two years.  She has 
worn numerous “hats” at the local, region, and state levels.  There isn’t enough space to list her many 
contributions to the entire membership of PASR.  Thank you, Evie!! 
 

 At the same time, I need to recognize the contributions of Dr. J. Robert Rorison who also has 
served PASR at the local, region, and state levels.  He has been our Treasurer for many years and past 
President of our chapter, as well as the Parliamentarian at all levels of PASR. If you need any information 
about PASR, ask Bob. 
 

 PASR is facing a number of critical challenges in the coming months. The Pension Reform issue 
has implications for all of us including retirees, current and future employees. As you well know, it is diffi-
cult to find “friends in high places” who share our concerns and aspirations. We need to unite in order to 
have our concerns addressed. 
 

 At the Montgomery County level, the Executive Board needs your help. Our chapter needs mem-
bers who are willing to spend a few hours each month helping the organization serve our membership. 
The Board meets once a month at the MCIU building in Norristown to conduct chapter business. The 
various committees listed on the State PASR and Montgomery County websites meet at the discretion of 
the committee members. If you would like to help and want more information, feel free to email me at joh-
nandruthy@hotmail.com. 
 

 We can help one another if we band together, get involved, and make a difference. Have a great 
year!                    John Worthington, President 

Montgomery County PASR 

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
The budget stalemate lingers, and lingers, and lingers… As of this writing, predictions vary for 
some sort of resolution to the situation. 
 

To our great misfortune, pension reform is entwined in the process and may be one of the major 
sticking points to the agreement.  Concern on the part of PASR is fully understandable. May this 
year bring us the security we need.        Barbara D’Onofrio, Chairperson 

http://www.pasr.org
mailto:johnandruthy@hotmail.com
mailto:johnandruthy@hotmail.com
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DO YOU BELIEVE? 

Ms Judy Parrish gave a very interesting talk about the Myths and Legends of 
Christmas and Why We Believe in Santa Claus at our annual PASR-
Montgomery County luncheon at the William Penn Inn, November 5.  Her 
collection of Santas from around the world was in and of itself worth seeing.  
We hope to see more Montgomery County retirees at future luncheons.  

Check your newsletter for dates and times.  Great job Judy!! 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
 

Allen Koehler (left) and John Worthington at the William Penn Inn re-
cently after Koehler was honored by the Montgomery County Chapter 
of the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees as their 2015 Vol-
unteer of the Year.  
 
Koehler retired from the North Penn School District in 1991. His exten-
sive volunteerism of over 945 hours in 2015 includes serving as presi-
dent of the Army Security Agency-Korea and as the advisor to four Leo 
Clubs. He is a member of two Lions Clubs, helps with the American 
Red Cross blood drives, teaches Sunday School, sings in the church 
choir and serves as a church deacon. Koehler volunteers with Angle 

Tree Project and repairs damaged homes in Atlantic City and Montgomery County. He continues his 
60+ years of being actively involved in the education of our area youth by serving as a substitute 
teacher several times a week. Koehler commented that he doesn't have time to slow down and will 
continue this active life style as long as he is able to do so. 

John J. Dillon PASR Service Award 
 

Evelyn Reese presented the John J. Dillon PASR Service Award for 
2015 to Charles (Chuck) Forsythe in recognition of his dedicated service 
to PASR at the local, region and state levels. 
 

As secretary and membership chairman of the Montgomery County 
Chapter of PASR, Chuck maintains chapter membership records, han-
dles correspondence with members and coordinates the membership 
drives. He designed and had reproduced a new Montgomery County 

membership brochure, lends his technical skills to the publication of the chapter newsletter and co-
ordinates email messages to the membership.  Chuck is also responsible for the design and mainte-
nance of the chapter website. To top it all off, Chuck recently added the title of chapter treasurer to 
those of secretary and membership chairman. 
 

Chuck assumed  leadership positions at the region and state levels as well, serving as Region 1 
membership chairman and as Region 1 representative to the board of directors.  He is currently 
serving on the Ad Hoc Database Team and recently assumed the position of state vice-president for 
2015-2016. 
 

The Montgomery County Chapter of PASR is grateful to Charles Forsythe for his outstanding ser-
vice to the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees and to the  Montgomery County Chapter. 
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PASR STATE CONVENTION 
 PITTSBURGH, PA—OCTOBER, 2015 

Montgomery County Chapter was represented at the bien-
nial PASR state convention by a five member delegation 
that included Charles Forsythe, Inge Friedberg, Ben 
Hynes, Joseph Mennen and Evelyn Reese. The three day 
event included plenary sessions dealing with all aspects 
of the organization from resolutions to membership.  By-
Laws were reviewed and goals and objectives for the 
coming year were also  determined. 
In addition to representing the Montgomery County Chap-
ter, several of our delegates participated in leadership 

seminars.  Chuck Forsythe  was a presenter at the state membership committee seminar where the 
theme was what membership can provide (Travel Opportunities, Economic Benefits, Altruism, Social Op-
portunities). The presentations were based  on why  membership recruitment involves every one as a 
member of the TEAM  working together to recruit and retain members. Evelyn Reese,  state community 
service chairman, coordinated a seminar entitled "Re-Directing Youth" that focused on the Youth Ac-
countability Program, a diversion program that offers a community based alternative to traditional case 
processing of juvenile offenders.   Joseph Mennen served as chairman of the Resolutions Committee 
seminar.  
Photo: left to right:  Evelyn Reese, Inge Friedberg, Gwen Mennen, Joseph Mennen, Ben Hynes, Rose-
mary Forsythe, Charles Forsythe 

REGION 1 MEETING 
 

 Pictured on the left is Montgomery County member, Steve  Ewall 
as he participated in a Public Relations Committee discussion at a 
recent Region 1 meeting. Also representing Montgomery County at 
the meeting were Charles Forsythe, Inge Friedberg, Ben Hynes, 
Joseph Mennen, Bob Rorison and Evie Reese.   
 

Region I is one of the 13 administrative regions serving the 76 lo-
cal chapters of the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees. It 
represents all the officers and committee chairmen from Bucks, 

Chester, Delaware and Montgomery Counties. Meetings are held twice each year (spring and fall) 
to discuss issues of local and state concern and to develop strategies going forward regarding 
PASR goals and activities. 

PASR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

 Adrienne DeFuma  Gladys W. Lee Carol Ramsey 
 Andrea Skokowski  Rosalind Tharp 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

The biggest problem that the membership committee has is obtaining the names and addresses of 
recently retired people that have worked in the public schools of Montgomery County. Previously we 
obtained these names and addresses from PSERS but that is no longer possible because of a law 
suit prohibiting the release of addresses to us. If you know of any recently retired school employees 
please send us their name and address so that we can contact them regarding membership in our 
organization. Information can be sent via e-mail to cforsythe@mac.com or sent via regular mail to 
OUR NEW ADDRESS: PASR MCC, PO BOX 182, HARLEYSVILLE, PA 19438. 

mailto:cforsythe@mac.com
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PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RETIREES 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 
 

SPRING LUNCHEON THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016 
 

WILLIAM PENN INN 

ROUTE 202 and SUMNEYTOWN PIKE, GWYNEDD, PA 
 

SOCIAL HOUR 11:30 – 12.00 ; LUNCH SERVED AT 12:30 
 

Menu 
 

House Salad with creamy tarragon dressing 

Chicken Marsala served with mushrooms in a Marsala wine sauce 

Fillet of Tilapia served with a lemon brown butter sauce, almonds and chives  

Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes 

Julienne Vegetables Medley 

Rolls and Whipped Butter 

Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee 

Fresh Fruit Cobbler: Peaches and blueberries topped with a shortbread streusel 

served with whipped cream and mint sprigs 

PROGRAM: 

Lynn Herman, Executive Director, PASR 
will share his perspective on PASR present and future. 

 

Please participate in our PASR Community Service Project 

Bring a can or packaged food item to the luncheon! 
 

DETACH HERE AND MAIL WITH CHECK FOR $28.00 BY MONDAY. May 2, 2016  

             

 NAME(S)_____________________________PHONE _______________________ 

 ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________ 

 EMAIL ADDRESS          

 MENU CHOICE: CHICKEN_________________ TILAPIA__________________ 

 SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO PASR-MCC FOR $28.00 per person TO: 

 TONY STRAKA - 712 LAWRENCE LANE, AMBLER, PA  19002 
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With sadness, we note that we have recently been notified of the passing of col-
leagues from PASR, Montgomery County Chapter: 

 
Jane Alba 
Bernice Bennett 
Gene Bock 

Henry J. DeMito 
Sarah B. Freeman 
Mary Wood Groves 

Verda E. Hart 
Adele J. Kaufman 
Thomas McGowan II 

Marisa K. Monticciolo 
Richard D. Powell 
Robert M Ruoff 
Sarah M. Stevenson 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Dear Friends, 
 

I wish to remind all of you that one of the most important activities in our opera-
tions is Community Service. Since the beginning of PASR we have understood that 
contributing to our communities in retirement is in effect the continuation of our lifelong 
commitment to better the world around us by educating and supporting those who will 
carry on after we are gone. 

 How we accomplish our goal can be done in a variety of ways. However, the method or methods 
we care to employ will be limited to what we can accomplish as we enter the golden years. Many of us 
are preoccupied by demands that we did not anticipate which restrict what we would like to accomplish 
in order to better the world around us. Medical demands on our persons; mental demands by those 
whom we love and cherish who no longer can function independently. Thinking about what I personally 
can do in light of these problems has led me to see what in some small way I could be of benefit to those 
around me who are in need. 

Yes there are numerous organizations which attempt to deal with a variety of problems which I 
might consider are already doing all that can be done and so I could say that my small efforts are of no 
consequence. However, I personally feel that every small effort one makes will be good for you as well 
as for others. Looking into what small effort I can make is simple. Gather and take a few cans of food to 
the local food cupboard. Yes it might cost me a dollar or two to obtain these cans, but I can tell you that 
they will be most appreciated by the numerous recipients that line up on a daily basis at your local food 
cupboard. I can tell you from personal observation that the lines of those in need of food are longer than 
ever and, at least to me, are a refutation of those in power who claim that things are getting better for 
those in the dwindling middle class, let alone those below the poverty level. We on your board of direc-
tors bring cans of food to our monthly meeting and one of us conveys the total to a local food cupboard. 
Yes, I know it is only a drop in the bucket but enough drops can add up to a glass of milk or a bowl of 
soup for someone in need.  

I know that many of you are unable for medical or lack of transportation reasons to bring these 
few cans to a food cupboard. I would ask those of you who care to contribute but are unable to bring 
these items to a local cupboard to call me at 610.832.0207, and I will arrange for those items to be 
picked up and taken to one of the food cupboards we support. Wishing all of you the best,  

Respectfully yours, Joseph Mennen, PASR Montgomery County Community Service Chairman 

TOURING PHILADELPHIA ODDITIES 
 

It was a beautiful fall day when a group of Montgomery County members headed to  
Philadelphia on a Perkiomen bus for a seasonal tour of Philadelphia Oddities. The  
first stop was the Mutter Museum, a part of The College of Physicians of Philadelphia,  
which houses a collection of medical oddities, anatomical and pathological specimens, 
 wax models and antique medical equipment. Among the specimens is a piece of  
tissue removed from the thorax of John Wilkes Booth and a slide of Albert Einstein's brain.  
 

Following lunch at the  Bourse Independence Mall, they headed to the Eastern State Penitentiary for a guided 
tour of the facility where notorious criminals such as bank robber Willie Sutton and Al Capone were held inside 
its innovative wagon wheel  design. At its completion in 1829 it was the largest and most expensive public 
structure ever erected and it quickly became the model for more than 300 prisons worldwide. Closed in late 
1971 the Eastern State Penitentiary is currently a U.S. National Historic Landmark. 
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L/PEC 

We need your contributions for L/PEC.  Presently the General Assembly is attempting to craft legis-
lation to reform the pension systems of Pennsylvania’s school (PSERS) and state (SERS) employ-
ees.  It is vitally important that we, as retired public school personnel, keep an active involvement in 
the legislative process. We need to protect our pension system and the solvency of PSERS.  The 
L/PEC committee provides the funding for the legislative efforts toward that goal. No contribution is 
too small. Make your check payable to PASR L/PEC and use the coupon below to send a much 
needed contribution. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------———————— 

Name_____________________________________________________________    

Address__________________________________________________________    

PASR Chapter_______________________________________________________   

Amount of contribution____________________________ 

======================================================================= 

Send to PASR  L/PEC, 878 Century Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA  17055 

 

9-11 Memorial Museum - Friday, June 17 
Visit The National Memorial Museum where you will view artifacts associated with the events of 
9/11 and be presented with stories of loss and recovery. Then stroll the 9/11 Memorial Site, a 
tribute to the nearly 3,000 people killed in the terror attacks of Sepember11, 2001 at the World 
Trade Center, near Shanksville, PA and at the Pentagon. Lunch on your own; time for exploring 
Lower Manhattan. Please note:  There is a LOT of walking. The Hagey coach will pick up and 
return at Franconia at 7:35 am/7:00 pm and at Montgomeryville at 8:00 am/6:30 pm.  Cost is 
$78 per person.  Reservation deadline is May 16, 2016 
 

Tangier Island - Virginia - Wednesday, August 17 
A Hagey coach will transport you to Crisfield, Maryland where you will board the "Steven Thomas", a 90 foot 
long, 300 passenger ship, for the 1 hour 15 minute cruise to Tangier Island, Virginia. A local guide will meet 
you and lead you on a walking tour of this quaint, historic, fishing village. You will discover the history and 
charm of Tangier Island as you walk the paths and chat with the 600 or so inhabitants who speak with an 
Elizabethan accent and enjoy a unique way of life. Family style lunch at "Hilda Crockett's Chesapeake House" 
is included. Free time to explore the island on your own before cruising back to Crisfield, Maryland to meet the 
coach. The Hagey coach will pick up and return at Franconia at 6:45 am/10:30 pm and at Montgomeryville 
7:10 am/10:30 pm.  Cost is $78. Reservation deadline is July 16. 
 

Wilmington's Finest: Mansion, Garden & Rail - Thursday, October 6 
Hop on board a Perkiomen coach for a day of finery in Wilmington, Delaware. Begin with a 
tour of the DuPont Nemours Mansion and Gardens, a DuPont family estate featuring a 
102-room Louis XVI-style chateau and antiques plus 100 acre gardens.  Then board the 

Wilmington & Western Railroad for a ride to our dinner destination at the Hunter's Den in Wilmington. The 
Perkiomen coach will pick up and return at Souderton 10:30 am/8:30 pm and at Montgomeryville 10:55 
am/8:10 pm.  Cost is $119. Reservation deadline is July 17. 
 

Coming in December - It’s a Wonderful Life! 
We will be returning to the charming and intimate Act II Playhouse in downtown Ambler, PA. Plan to join us 
for a hilarious one-man version of the classic heart-warming movie, starring the very popular Tony Braithwaite 
as all of the residents of Bedford Falls. The date, time and cost for this drive yourself trip will be published on 
our website and in the fall newsletter.  Look for it.  You won't want to miss it. 
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RESERVATION FOR WILMINGTON: MANSION/GARDEN RAIL OCTOBER 6 
Reservation deadline—July 17 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pick up at Souderton/Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
 

Total amount enclosed ($119 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

Elise Pancio, 707 Sunnyside Avenue, Audubon, PA 19403 

PREVIEW OF PASR STATE RECREO TRIPS 

2016-2017 
TRIP DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER 

 

2016—Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket  
Will include tour of Cape Cod to Provincetown, Hyannis, Kennedy Memorial, St. Francis Xavier 
Church and shopping at famous Christmas Tree Shop. Whale watch excursion, day on Nan-
tucket Island, Mystic Seaport, Connecticut. Meals—4 breakfasts and 4 dinners including tradi-
tional Cape Cod lobster dinner. 
 

2017—Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island. Includes stops at Rock and Roll Museum, Cleveland; Henry 
Ford Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Bonner Christmas Wonderland; dinner cruise at Pittsburgh, 
guided tour of Fallingwater. Includes 6 breakfasts and 5 dinners. 

 

2017—Danube River Cruise. Includes Prague, Nuremburg, Passau, Vienna and Budapest. 

RESERVATION FOR TANGIER ISLAND, AUGUST 17 
Reservation deadline—July 16 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pick up at Franconia / Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
 

Total amount enclosed ($78 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 

RESERVATION FOR 9/11 MUSEUM, JUNE 17 
Reservation deadline—MAY 16 

 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pick up at Franconia / Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
 

Total amount enclosed ($75 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 182 
HARLEYSVILLE, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

PASR—MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
 

2016 
 

April 14, 2016, Board Meeting, MCIU 
May 5, 2016, Spring Luncheon, Wm Penn Inn 

June 6, 2016, Board Meeting, MCIU 
 

All members are welcome and encouraged to attend any of the above events. For more infor-

mation, contact our President, John Worthington at johnandruthy@hotmail.com or 215,855,4847. 
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