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President’s Message 
 
 

Happy New Year!  May the year that lies ahead for you be filled with health, happiness and all the good things 
retirement can hold. 
 

Let me begin the new year by sharing with you some information about PASR that you might find helpful. All of 
our energies and resources are directed toward the enhancement of the social and economic status of school 
retirees. We do that in a number of ways.  One of them is to save time and money for our members through  
the endorsement of products and services. 
 

Our Member Benefits and Services Committee volunteers carefully research all of the available products and 
services. The result of their work and time is the opportunity for members to have access to discounted rates 
for the purchase of those products and services. The following endorsements offer members the opportunity to 
save: 
 

 Amusement Park Discounts 
 Auto, Home and Liability Insurance 
 Banking and Financial Planning 
 Computer Purchases (PC & Mac)    
 Dental and Vision Insurance 
 Emergency Response System Provider 
 
PASR receives no compensation for its endorsements. All benefits offered by companies are passed on in the 
form of  lower prices to the  members who choose to purchase the products. Details about any of these pro-
grams are available by going to the PASR website at www.pasr.org.  After entering the site, click on Member 
Benefits at the top of the page.  From there you can select any of the services about which you'd like more 
information.  
 

Just as we strive to help our members, we sometimes need you to help us. That time is now. We need you to 
invite your friends and former co-workers to join us.  We would like to have members from all 22 school dis-
tricts, the 4 vocational-technical schools and the intermediate unit as members of our organization.  Remem-
ber that we are the only organization that serves the needs and promotes the interests of ALL retired Pennsyl-
vania public school personnel. Any person who worked in the public school system and is receiving a pension 
from PSERS is welcome to join us.   
 

In Montgomery County our challenge is one of involvement. We need volunteers to serve on a number of com-
mittees. A case in point is the Educational Support Committee which needs a person to focus on Educational 
Support Grants and the Lauretta Woodson Award. If you would like to know more about this position, please 
contact me as noted on page 8. 
 

Until next time, 
Evelyn (Evie) Reese, President, PASR-MCC 

 

Hearing Aid Services 
Legal Assistance 
Long-Term Care and Final Expense Life Insurance 
Pet Insurance 
Travel Insurance 
Wholesale Club Discounts 

http://www.pasr.org
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
As of January, 2015 there is a new governor in Harrisburg. PASR will take a new 
approach as well. New contact teams will be formed to meet with legislators, con-
sisting of “door openers “and “issue members.” These teams will be more assertive 
and a COLA will be on the agenda. It is this writer’s hope that some progress will  be 
made. More information will be forthcoming as it unfolds. 

Barbara D’Onofrio, Chairperson 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO PASR, MONTGOMERY COUNTY!! 
 

Rose Sparano   Jeanneane Bozzelli 

PASR –MCC Meeting Location to Change 

 

The Board of the PASR Montgomery County Chapter meets at the 
Montgomery County Intermediate Unit.  The IU will be moving to a new 
facility in February 2015.  The new location  pictured at the left is at 2 
West Lafayette Street, Norristown PA 19401. The PASR-MCC Board 
will begin meeting in the new location in March 2015.  All of our meet-
ings are open to the membership so we would encourage you to join us 
and learn more about the activities of your association.   

LUNCHEON SPEAKER 
 
Seen here with our fall luncheon guest speaker, 
Nancy McElwee, are Montgomery County chapter 
president, Evelyn Reese, and Wissahickon School 
District retiree, Joyce Cooper.  Ms McElwee, a 
Central Bucks School District retiree and a mem-
ber of PASR Montgomery County, is a volunteer 
at Pearl S. Buck International in Perkasie. Nancy 
gave us an overview of Pearl S. Buck Interna-
tional and shared with us her thoughts on the 
benefits to the community and the personal re-
wards associated with volunteering.  Thank you, 

Nancy, for presenting a very informative program. To learn more about Pearl S. Buck International's 
many programs call 215-249-0100 x 157 or visit their website at www.pearlsbuck.org/house.  

Lu Ann Rowan was honored at the William Penn Inn annual 
spring luncheon by PASR Montgomery County for forty years of 
service to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  The last eight-
een of those years were with PSERS helping public school retir-
ees understand the options available to them at retirement.  Do-
ing the honors is John Worthington, Past President of PASR-
Montgomery County.  Congratulations Lu Ann and thank you for 
your great work with PSERS.   
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT 
 

One of the responsibilities of our Educational 
Support Committee is the awarding of a schol-
arship to a Montgomery County high school 
senior who is planning a career in education.  
 
This year the scholarship will be presented at 
our Fall Luncheon to a student from Upper 
Merion district. The amount has been in-
creased from $500 to $750. We look forward to 
meeting with this deserving student on Novem-
ber 7, 2015 at William Penn Inn.  

Legislative/Political Education Committee 
 
Please consider sending a donation to the L/PEC Fund by going to the state website at 
www.pasr.org. Click on About PASR on the left side of the page. Then click on Legislative Initiatives 
to Legislative/Political Education Committee (L/PEC).  Scroll down to Make a donation to the L/PEC 
Fund today. Thank you! 

SOCIAL SERVICE MEMORIAL HONOR FUND 
 
Members are helped through this fund whether it is for emergency situations or paying of their dues. 
If you need assistance or know of someone in our chapter who does, please don’t hesitate to con-
tact me: Mary Fenstermacher (610-489-2937). All inquiries and requests for help are held in strict 
confidence. 
 
Please consider making an individual contribution to the Social Service Memorial Honor Fund in 
memory of or in honor of someone you care about. Go to www.pasr.org. Click on Service to Others. 
Scroll down to Contributions Make It Possible. Click the SSMHF form to print a copy and make a 
donation. Thank you. 

Joseph Mennen, Past President PASR Montgomery County, is here with the 2014 John Dillon 
Award recipient Elise Pancio.  Elise retired from Perkiomen Valley 
School District after 20 years as a Business Education teacher.  
She has been a member of PASR– Montgomery County for 20 
years. Elise served as secretary for 12 years and is now busy with 
the RECREO committee and editing the newsletter. The John J. 
Dillon PASR Service Award, which began in 2004, provides the 
opportunity for chapters to recognize individuals who have given 
outstanding service to the Association.  John Dillon was an out-
standing volunteer at PASR, holding 38 positions of responsibility 
in the organization.  PASR wanted to develop a way to recognize 
the outstanding service provided to the Association by individual 

volunteers at the local, region, and/or state level.  Congratulations to Elise for her loyal and long 
standing participation on the PASR Montgomery County Executive  Board.   
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ENJOYING OUR AFTERNOON TEA AT MANUFACTURERS’ 

PASR FALL LUNCHEON, WILLIAM PENN INN 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 PASR Montgomery County Volunteer of the Year is re-
tired Hatboro-Horsham teacher Bernice Keebler.  Joseph Men-
nen, Community Service chairman, presented the award to Ber-
nice.  She has given permission to reprint her letter to the Board 
when asked to outline her volunteer accomplishments.  I think 
you will see why she was chosen as the 2014 Volunteer of the 
Year:   
“I am certainly pleased to be honored as volunteer of the year, 
although I am sure there are many others who give as much or 

more than I. 
 Receiving this award has made me think of the rewards of volunteering, which I have done 
all my life, beginning with being a hospital candy striper. 
 Perhaps the most personally rewarding is something I did not include on my volunteer record 
sheet. 
 As you know, I taught ESL for a number of years(19!). Some years ago one of my students, 
a young boy from Korea, entered my classroom. His parents were divorced; his mother remained in 
Korea and there was no contact. He soon adopted me as his mother. And so it continued, year after 
year. He graduated from high school, he got married (I was at the wedding), he had children (I held 
them the day they were born). 
 But he loved fast cars and motorcycles. I warned him of the dangers of the fast speeds: “You 
have a wife and two children; who will take care of them if something happens to you?” and he al-
ways pointed to me. Then on Halloween night of 2000 came the dreaded phone call. There had 
been an accident and he had been killed, just short of 30 years of age. And so, ever since that 
night, after the funeral (I was asked to do the eulogy), I have been there for his widow and children. 
My Sunday night every week is spent with them. I helped with settling the estate, with the children’s 
homework. I go to piano recitals and school conferences. Does this count as volunteering? If so, 
add 5 or 6 hours or more a week to my total! But I don’t count them and I don’t do this for any hon-
ors, nice as they may be. I do it because I get far more personal reward from this than I can ever tell 
you. 
 So we volunteer—singing in a choir brings music to others but more music to ourselves; vol-
unteering in a hospital relieves the staff or cheers a patient but makes us appreciate good health; 
making calls for a political campaign helps put our candidate in office. In short, volunteers are help-
ing to make a better world. 
 And that, I think, is why most of us volunteer; in helping others, we get back far more than 
we have given.” 

Bernice  Keebler 

With sadness we note the passing of our colleagues: 

Gerald J. Birkelback 
 

Herbert Boettger 
 

Hellen C. Felton 

Joyce K. Hackman 
 

Joyce A. James 
 

William M. McCann 
 

Mary E. McVeigh 

Edith N. Nagle 
 

Margaretta Plewes 
 

Florence G. Schwartz 
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WWW.511PA.COM 
 

The web site stated as the title of this page I found to be very useful to anyone 

traveling around the United States or locally.  
 

This website www.511pa.com  offers the following help in your future travels 

anywhere. The following is a list of topics that you will find to help you through-

out your traveling quests.  
 

1. Traffic Maps 

2. Travel Delays 

3. Traffic Cameras at least 700 in Pa. ( most in the Northeast sector)  

4. Travel Conditions 

5. Winter Road Conditions 

6. Travel Alerts 

7. Weather Alerts 

8. Pa. Turnpike sites 
 

It also includes 511 mobile apps for you to peruse for your convenience on 

Smart Phone devices.  
 

If you are traveling into another State you can choose a similar web site in oth-

ers titled   WWW.511NY.ORG   ---- Sometimes the suffix is com, org or net de-

pending on the State but Google with find it for you. The number “511” stays 

the same.  
 

TRY IT --YOU’LL LIKE IT:  
 

Steve Ewall 

SAVE  THE DATE 
 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 
 

SPRING LUNCHEON 
 

William Penn Inn 
 

 

Entertainment by 

Indian Valley Middle School Chorus 
 

Watch for flyer in next newsletter! 

Some suggestions have been received for  
future trips with RECREO: 

 

Washington National Cathedral 
NYC Broadway Theater 

911 Memorial and Museum 
Mormom Tabernacle Choir, Carnegie Hall 

Assateague Adventure Cruise 
Allenbury Playhouse—”South Pacific” 

Longwood Gardens, dinner at Mendenhall Inn 
 

Watch for choices and particulars of the  
scheduled trips in our next newsletter. 

http://WWW.511PA.COM/
http://www.511pa.com/
http://WWW.511NY.ORG/
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PASR MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 

      2015 
Our RECREO Committee has some enjoyable excursions planned for our Montgomery County Chapter 

members, families and friends.  Don’t delay—space is limited for each trip so reserve early.  

Reservation forms for these trips are under each trip notice.  
There are no refunds for cancellations made for a ticketed trip  if the cancellation is 

received after the deadline. 
 

The Stoogeum  - Thursday, March 26  - 904 Shelbe  Lane, Ambler, PA 19002 

Gather at this little gem of a museum in our midst at 10:00 a.m. for the 
start of a self-guided tour of the first and only museum of Three Stooges 
Memorabilia in the United States. On display in a 3-story, 10,000 square 
foot building are thousands of pieces of Stoogeabilia! The Stoogeum 
(rhymes with museum) also houses an 85-seat theater, research library 
and archive and a 16MM film storage vault. Admission fee for this 

very unique attraction is $8.00, payable at the door (cash or check; no credit cards). Reservations for 
an 11:30 am lunch (on your own) will be made at the Spring House Tavern for those who wish to finish the 
day with a bite to eat.  

Forbidden Broadway: Greatest Hits  – Sunday, May 24 
 In this long-running Off Broadway hit musical revue, Broadway's greatest musical legends 
meet Broadway's greatest satirist in this hilarious, loving and endlessly entertaining tribute to 
some of the theatre's greatest stars and songwriters.  Join us as we return to the charming and 

intimate Act II Playhouse in downtown Ambler, PA.  Sit back and enjoy a 2:00 pm matinee 
performance, then take a short stroll to From the Boot – one of the best known Italian restau-

rants in the area - for a casual dinner (on your own) with your friends and colleagues. Municipal parking lots 

(free meter parking on Sunday) are available for this drive-yourself trip.  Cost is $ 31.00 per person. 

RESERVATION FOR THE STOOGEUM 
Reservation deadline—MONDAY, MARCH 23 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

NOTE  This is a “Drive Yourself” trip Number of reservations for lunch __________. 
 

Send reservation form to: John Worthington, 621 Delaware Avenue, Lansdale, PA 19446 

RESERVATION FOR FORBIDDEN BROADWAY 
ACT II AMBLER PLAYHOUSE 

Reservation deadline—MONDAY, MAY 11 
NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Number of dinner reservations:    
Total amount enclosed ($31 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 
 

Mary Fenstermacher, 4248 Wendy Way, Schwenksville, PA 19473 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 5 
FREDERICK, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
PASR 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
2015 

 

 
February10, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
March 12, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
March 19, RECREO, the Stoogeum 
April 9, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
May 7, Spring Luncheon, Wm Penn Inn 
May 24, RECREO, Forbidden Broadway, 
  Ambler Theater 
June 11, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
 

More information on trips on page 6. 
 

All members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend any of the above events. For more in-
formation, contact our President, Evelyn Reese 
at ejreese1@verizon.net or 610.584.5789. 

PASR STATE RECREO 
PASR's proposed 7-day 6-night trip to Montreal 
and Quebec City in spring 2015 combines the so-
phistication of Montreal with the warmth and 
charm of Quebec City to give you a taste of conti-
nental Europe without crossing the Atlantic. 
 
Your French Canadian Tour includes: 
  Round trip transportation via  motor coach  
  Six (6) night's hotel accommodations; 2 nights 
     enroute; 2 nights Montreal; 2 nights Quebec  
  Baggage handling for one bag per person 
  Guided tour of Montreal and surrounding area 
  Guided tour of Quebec City and surrounding area 
 
Additional information will be posted on the PASR 
state website (www.pasr.org), the Montgomery 
County website  (http://www.pasr.org/chapters/
Montgomery/MontgomeryCounty.html) and pub-
lished in  the state and chapter newsletters. 
Stay tuned for more information. 

 


