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President’s Message 
 

 

With all of the talk about pension reform swirling around, now is an excellent time to be active in PASR at 
both the state and the local level. It is the association that is the voice for school retirees on Pennsyl-
vania's Capitol Hill and in the 253 legislative districts throughout the state. It is the only association that is 
constantly fighting to protect and improve the benefits for everyone who retired from public school ser-
vice. 
 

Beyond legislative advocacy, your association's members are involved in a broad range of activities de-
signed to serve the various needs and interests of its members. Volunteers are engaged in a wide variety 
of community service projects. They are providing support to students and employees in Pennsylvania's 
public schools and rendering care and assistance to retired school employees confined to their home, 
nursing facilities and/or in need of financial assistance. And they are organizing a variety of social activi-
ties to help all of us maintain contact with the persons we once worked with, to meet new friends with 
common interests and experiences and to simply enjoy the retirements that we earned! 
 

All of these activities are planned, coordinated and implemented at the chapter level.  That is where you 
come in. As is true in many volunteer organizations, we are experiencing a problem in finding members 
who are willing to step forward and accept the responsibilities of leadership positions. We are, however, 
looking at that problem as an opportunity - an opportunity for you, our members, to become more in-
volved in directing the activities of your association at the chapter level. We are always seeking board 
members at large and chairmen to lead committees. We currently need persons to fill the positions of 
President-Elect and Treasurer as well. 
 

Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to be part of the governing board of your local asso-
ciation  We need people who care about serving the needs and promoting the interests of fellow retirees. 
It is vitally important for the future of our chapter and it is very rewarding to know that you are engaged in 
carrying out the mission of PASR - to serve others in need and help one another enjoy retirement. 
 

I hope to see you at the luncheon meeting on Thursday, November 5. We will be honoring Mr. Allen M. 
Koehler as the Volunteer of the Year and Mrs. Judy Parrish will be shedding some light on the Myths and 
Legends of Christmas.   
 

My term as president ends on December 31. For the second time, I will be handing the gavel to John 
Worthington who will be serving as your president for the third time. He will serve you well as he has 
done before.  
 

Thank you for being a member of the Montgomery County Chapter. It has i been a pleasure, a challenge 
and a privilege to have served as your president the last two years.  
 

Evelyn (Evie) Reese 
President, PASR-MCC 

 

http://www.pasr.org
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

ALLEN M. KOEHLER 
 

A big thank you to all the members who submitted resumés to be considered for our Volunteer of 
the Year. So many of our members are actively involved in a variety of activities that to single out 
one for special recognition is a daunting task. 
 

Our Volunteer of the Year for 2015 is Allen M. Koehler of Lansdale. Allen served as a teacher and 
principal in several school districts, retiring from North Penn in 1991. Allen’s extensive volunteer ac-
tivities involve a wide variety of endeavors. He serves as President of a retirement group—Army Se-
curity Agency-Korea, a large nationwide group of Army vets from the Korean War. He delivers col-
lected blood to Philadelphia for the American Red Cross, is active in two Lions Clubs and works with 
four Leo Clubs. He is an active member of the local community center and his church, where he has 
taught a 20-week Bethel Bible Course since 1974, church school adult classes, and Sunday morn-
ing small group courses. He is a Deacon, sings in the choir, works with Awana, visits shut-ins, and 
works with the Angel Tree Project. In his off hours, he has worked with the county fair and taken the 
Youth Group to Atlantic City to help repair damaged homes. 
 

Allen still finds time to substitute several times a week, having just completed 60 years of involve-
ment educating our young people. Congratulations, Allen, on your total commitment to a broad base 
of volunteer activities. Hopefully your example will rub off on others around you. 

John Worthington 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

I will be away most of September; therefore, I am submitting my column for the newsletter now, in 
the middle of August. As of this writing, there has been no resolution to the pension crisis. This 
heavy duty issue is a major contention between the legislature and the governor, and an impedi-
ment to the pending budget. 
 

We are in a perilous situation! We need members to step up and volunteer to give of their time and 
expertise to meet with our elected officials to inform them of our urgent need to preserve our pen-
sion and further, to request a long over due COLA. 
 

Please consider joining our committee. We are in danger of disbanding and losing all the momen-
tum we have experienced in the past. Our financial security is in peril! 
 

Barbara D’Onofrio, Chairperson 

   NEW MEMBERS OF PASR MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

Charles Amuso 
Annette Brookshire 
Jean Butler 
Christine Casey 
Wayne Dalton 
Edmond Doran 

William Doyle, Jr. 
Jean Eickerly 
Joseph Falco 
Marie Gallagher 
James Gill III 
Sandra Heilel 
Rosemary Hill 
Ann Logan 
Ralph Matone 
JoanneMcLernon 
Nancy Mininger 

Walter Moore 
Scott Myers 
P. Thomas Padden 
Jo Ellen Perl-Segal 
John Rowe 
Steven Schein 
Jerrry Shively 
Frederick Smith 
Christina Wentz 
Dorothy Wilkinson 
Loretta Williams 



With sadness, we note that we have recently been notified of the passing of colleagues from 
PASR, Montgomery County Chapter: 
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The Indian Valley Middle School Select Choir 
 

The Indian Valley Middle School Select Choir, under the direction of Mrs. Diane Ramage, enter-
tained  at our Spring Luncheon with a variety of songs. Our members enjoyed their presentation and 
gave them a standing ovation. We thank them and their director for the beautiful choral concert. 

Irene Acker 
Charlotte Bean 
Winfred Bean 
Roberta Beck 
 

Dorisann Connor 
Ida Covello 
Paul Holland 
H.Una Hoff 
 

 
A. Dale Jones 
Dr. Robert Mitchell 
Miriam Perlin 
Ann Spotts 

Albert Troutwein 
Irene Wall 
Mary Watenabe 
Virginia Wilkinson 
Wilma Yeakel 

PASR STATE NEWS 
 

Several things have happened the last several months that have affected those of us who are mem-
bers of the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees.  We mourned the passing of a state presi-
dent and welcomed the arrival of a new executive director. 

 

Ureneus Kirkwood, who passed away on August 5, 2015, served as state presi-
dent from 2007-2009.  She was a very active president, traveling around Pennsyl-
vania as well as the coastal region visiting local chapters, region meetings and 
conventions. Her warm and gracious manner and obvious devotion to the mission 
of PASR endeared Mrs. Kirkwood to all those who had the privilege to know and 
work with her. She is sorely missed and will be long remembered. 
 

 

Lynn Herman, of State College, became executive director for the Pennsylvania Association of 
School Retirees on July 1, 2015. Herman earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science and 
history as well as a Master of Public Administration degree from the University of Pittsburgh. He 
worked as a lobbyist/governmental relations consultant for the Pennsylvania Association of Retired 
School Employees. He also represented the 77th Legislative District in the state House from De-
cember 1982 through November 2006. He served as a member of the House of Representatives 
Education Committee and on the national American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) Task 
Force on Education. For the last 10 years of his tenure in the House, Herman served as chairman of 
the Local Government Committee.  



PASR MONTGOMERY COUNTY  4 

NEWSLETTER FALL 2015 

PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RETIREES 
 

 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 

FALL LUNCHEON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2015 
 

 

WILLIAM PENN INN 

ROUTE 202 and SUMNEYTOWN PIKE, GWYNEDD, PA 

 

SOCIALIZATION  11:30 – 12 NOON; LUNCH SERVED AT 12:15 
 

 

Menu 
 

House Salad with creamy tarragon dressing 

Chicken Marsala served with mushrooms in a Marsala wine sauce 

Fillet of Tilapia served with a lemon brown butter sauce, almonds and chives  

Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes 

Julienne Vegetables Medley 

Rolls and Whipped Butter 

Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee 

Fresh Fruit Cobbler: Peaches and blueberries topped with a shortbread streusel 

served with whipped cream and mint sprigs 

 

            PROGRAM: 

Myths and Legends— Why We Believe in Santa Claus 

Presented by Judy Parrish 
          

 

Please participate in our PASR Community Service Project 
   Bring a can or packaged food item to the luncheon! 

 
DETACH HERE AND MAIL WITH CHECK FOR $28  BY MONDAY. NOVEMBER 2, 2015  

              

 NAME(S)_____________________________PHONE #_________________________ 

 ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________  

 EMAIL ADDRESS           

 MENU CHOICE: CHICKEN_________________ TILAPIA__________________ 

 

 SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO PASR-MCC FOR $28.00 per person TO: 

TONY STRAKA - 712 LAWRENCE LANE, AMBLER, PA  19002 
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EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT 
 

The Montgomery County Educational Support Committee was 

pleased to present a $750 scholarship to Alexander DelGiudice, an 

Upper Merion High School graduate. Alexander is attending Penn 

State University where he is majoring in English and Secondary Edu-

cation. We wish him much success as he embarks upon the path to a 

career in education.  He is shown here with Mary Fenstermacher, 

chairperson of this committee. 

VISIT TO THE STOOGEUM 
 

On March 26 a number of PASR members traveled to the Stoogeum Museum in Ambler. I have to 
admit that I was never a fan of the Three Stooges but I decided to give it a try. All I can say is 
“WOW!, what a place. The museum is profes-
sionally housed in a beautiful modern building 
with room after room of pictures, posters, per-
sonal items and even a small theater where 
Three Stooges film clips are shown continu-
ously. (Pictured right are John Worthington, 
Past President of PASR Montgomery County 
Chapter and Tom Nyman, PASR member.) 
  

Our group spent more 
than two hours looking 
at pictures, reading 
letters and gazing at the vast collection of products made to celebrate the 
Three Stooges. We could have spent two days and not captured the full ex-
tent of the museum’s collection. After our visit, we rested our tired feet and 
filled our stomachs with a great lunch at the Spring House Tavern.  
 
I would highly recommend a visit to the Stoogeum. It’s a short drive for most 
of us and inexpensive. Go to www.stoogium.com for hours of operation. A 

word of caution—they do not accept credit cards—only cash or personal checks.   John Worthington 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

 This past year our volunteers have been 
busy continuing to collect foodstuffs and clothing, 
which have been distributed to various charities and 
food banks, as well as giving numerous hours at a 
variety of different organizations.  
 

 Remember to participate in our service pro-
ject by bringing canned or packaged food items to 
our Fall Luncheon at William Penn Inn on Novem-
ber 5. 

Joseph Mennen  
 Community Service Chairperson 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

In the spring, of 2015, we sent out 3,778 
mailings to Pennsylvania retirees. We have 
since received 27 new Chapter members 
and 12 new State members.  
 
Dues for annual Chapter members were 
mailed in July. If you haven’t returned 
yours, please send your check for $20 to 
PASR-MCC, PO Box 5, Frederick, PA 
19435 

Chuck Forsythe 
Membership Chairperson 
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Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
 

At the luncheon meeting on November 5  Mrs. Judy Parrish will present  "Myths 
and Legends of Christmas:  Why We Believe in Santa Claus." She will discuss gift 
giving beginning in ancient Roman times and progressing to our present day. The 
image of Santa Claus, and how he came to be,  along with stories and legends of 
gift givers of other countries, holiday customs of other countries and readings of "A 
Pennsylvania Dutch Night Before Christmas" and the traditional "A Visit from St. 
Nicholas" will be included. Mrs. Parrish will also bring with her a display of unusual 
and fun types of Santas selected from her collection of over one thousand! 

 

Mrs. Parrish retired from  Keith Valley Middle School in the Hatboro-Horsham School District.  She 
has been married to Dick for 57 years and is the mother of four, grandmother of five and great-
grandmother of two.  You will not be surprised to learn that among her hobbies—which include col-
lecting Willow Grove Park Memorabilia, writing poetry and playing bridge—is collecting Santas. 
 

The reservation form is on page 4 of this newsletter or on our website at www.pasr.org/Chapter/
Montgomery/Montgomery County.  Hope to see you there for this informative and entertaining 
presentation, a delicious luncheon and time to connect with former colleagues. 

PASR's Endorsed Services Deliver Great Value! 
 

PASR membership doesn't cost, it pays!  How can that be?  Well, check out just a few of the benefits below 
that are endorsed by PASR and see what we mean. By taking advantage of one or more endorsed products 
and services offered to PASR state members, you can more than pay for your annual state dues.  
 

C omputer Purchases (PC)—Through the Dell Member Purchase Program, PASR state members receive 
a discount on their Dell personal computer purchases. The program gives you access to exclusive sav-

ings between ten and 30 percent off select configurations of Dell systems not available to the general public 
on www.dell.com/epp. Members get a best price guarantee on a selection of popular products loaded with 
features as well as companion security products, theft protection, computer care, and other great services.  
Plus, every PC comes with a 30-day guarantee.  If you find the identical Dell system configuration for less 
anywhere on www.dell.com/home, Dell will match the price For more information and to obtain your personal-
ized savings code, please contact PASR at 717-697-7077.   
 

C omputer Purchases (MAC)—The Apple Member Purchase Program makes it easy for PASR members 
to shop and save on Apple desktop and laptop computers.  To purchase a Mac computer at discounted 

prices, log onto the members only section of the PASR website and click on the link provided.  

 

E mergency Response System Provider—Medical  Alarm Concepts is a personal emergency response 
system provider. What makes this system unique is that this medical alert system allows you to speak 

and listen directly through the wearable pendant transmitter called a MediPendant. PASR members are of-
fered a special discount off the monthly cost of the MediPendant personal emergency response system which 
equates to less than $1 a day to provide you or a loved one with peace of mind. Getting started is easy be-
cause there is no service contract required and no cost for the equipment.  As an added bonus Medical Alarm 
Concepts will provide participating PASR members with a door emergency lockbox free-of-charge. For more 
information or to request a free detailed brochure, call Medical Alarm Concepts at 1-800 262-4239 
 

P et Insurance—PASR in now offering Petplan insurance to our members. Petplan can help save your pet 
and your budget.  It  offers a discount on an insurance plan for your cat or dog that covers accidents and 

illnesses as well as other health conditions and services. You have a choice of deductible and coverage lev-
els. For more information about Petplan contact Professional Insurance Services, Inc. (PISI) at 1-800-382-
1352 or go to www.pisiltc.com. 
 
For more information about these or other products/services offered to PASR state members , please 
go to the Economic Benefits tab of the PASR website, www.pasr.org. 
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Longwood Gardens - Friday, December 4 

 

Walk through half a million twinkling lights, thousands of poinsettias 
and adorned trees. Dinner is included at Mendenhall Inn. Hagey 
Coach will pick up at Franconia at 2:50 pm, return at  10:30 pm; or at 
Montgomeryville at 3:15 pm and return at 10 pm.  Cost is $88 per 
person. Reservation deadline is November 2. 

RESERVATION FOR LONGWOOD GARDENS 
 

Reservation deadline—November 2 
 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 

ADDRESS             
 

EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

Pick up at Franconia / Montgomeryville (CIRCLE ONE) 
 
Dinner choice (No. of each): ___Salmon  -  ____Stuffed chicken breast 
 
Total amount enclosed ($88 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 

PREVIEW OF PASR STATE RECREO TRIPS 

2016-2017 
TRIP DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER 

 
2016—Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket  

Will include tour of Cape Cod to Provincetown, Hyannis, Kennedy Memorial, St. Francis Xavier 
Church and shopping at famous Christmas Tree Shop. Whale watch excursion, day on Nan-
tucket Island, Mystic Seaport, Connecticut. Meals—4 breakfasts and 4 dinners including tradi-
tional Cape Cod lobster dinner. 
 

2017—Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island. Includes stops at Rock and Roll Museum, Cleveland; Henry 
Ford Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Bonner Christmas Wonderland; dinner cruise at Pittsburgh, 
guided tour of Fallingwater. Includes 6 breakfasts and 5 dinners. 

 
2017—Danube River Cruise. Includes Prague, Nuremburg, Passau, Vienna and Budapest. 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 5 
FREDERICK, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
PASR 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
2015-2016 

 
November 5, 2015, Fall Luncheon, William Penn 

Inn –details on page 4 
December 10,2015, Board Meeting, MCIU 

December 4, 2015 RECREO, Longwood Gar-
dens—details on page 7 

January 14, 2016,Board Meeting, MCIU 
February 11, 2016, Board Meeting, MCIU 

March 10. 2016, Board Meeting, MCIU 
April 14, 2016, Board Meeting, MCIU 

May 5, 2016, Spring Luncheon, Wm Penn Inn 
June 6, 2016, Board Meeting, MCIU 

 

All members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend any of the above events. For more in-
formation, contact our President, Evelyn Reese 

PASR ELECTRONIC INFORMATION 
 

Scan the icon at the left with a smart phone 
and it will take you to our web-
site. 
 
 

We are attempting to keep our 
members up to date with infor-
mation as it happens via e-
mail. We only have about 250 e

-mail addresses out of over 1,200 members, 
and we have been sending information to 
those individuals. If you haven’t been receiv-
ing these e-mails and would like to, please 
send an e-mail to our membership person, 
Chuck Forsythe, at cforsythe@mac.com 
and he will add your e-mail to his list.   
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