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FALL 2014     Website:  www.pasr.org                          Telephone:  610-539-9525 

President’s Message 
"To Serve, Not To Be Served,” a phrase by Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus, a retired educator from California, be-
came a motto for the national organization, the National Retired Teachers Association (NRTA), she 
founded in 1947 to address the economic challenges and health insurance needs of educators in retire-
ment. This phrase was also adopted as the motto of PASR's community service committee when the com-
mittee was established in 1964. Recognizing that individuals can significantly enhance the quality of their 
retirement lives through volunteerism, our members are encouraged to be actively involved in community 
service. It is part of the fabric of our association and the leading portion of our mission: "To serve others in 
need and help one another enjoy retirement".  
 

Our members share their time and talents in a myriad of ways that have an impact upon the lives of others 
in our communities. We will be honoring one of our members who serve as "Volunteer of the Year" at our 
November 6 luncheon to be held at the William Penn Inn. Please attend this event in support of our hon-
oree as well as all of us who freely serve those less fortunate. We will also be presenting the John J. Dillon 
PASR Service Award to one of our members in recognition of outstanding service to our Association and to 
its members. 
 

"The legacy of Pearl S. Buck unites nations, societies, communities, and individuals with an appreciation for 
cultural differences and a commitment to service" - a statement found on the Pearl S. Buck International 
website that corresponds to the call to service that is an integral part of the mission of PASR. We look for-
ward to November 6 when Nancy McElwee, a PASR Montgomery County chapter member and a Docent at 
the Pearl S. Buck Estate, will be the speaker at our fall luncheon meeting. Nancy will give us an overview of  
Pearl S. Buck International and share with us her thoughts on the benefits to the community and the per-
sonal rewards associated with volunteering. This is certain to be an informative and inspirational message. 
 

As you know, Pennsylvania's state pensions are in a state of crisis. We need all PASR members - and non 
members - to become engaged in the effort to preserve our retirement system and to keep our organization 
viable and able to represent our best interests. Engagement begins by becoming as informed as possible 
about the issues of concern to school retirees. Familiarize yourself with the positions legislators and legisla-
tive candidates hold on those issues before you go to the polls in November. (See L/PEC article on page 
3).You'll likely be hearing a lot about the "Grell proposal". Go to the state website and find out what PASR's 
positions are on Representative Glen Grell's pension reform proposal. Be alert to what is happening on 
Capitol Hill and be prepared to respond to requests from PASR. As Richard C. Rowland, PASR Executive 
Director, said in a recent email blast, "We encourage all PASR members to logon to www.pasr.org to keep 
abreast of important news and legislative alerts. It is now more important than ever that we all find out and 
pay close attention to what our legislators are doing in Harrisburg concerning our retirement system and the 
benefits we receive.  The financial security of all present and future school retirees is at stake". 
 

 

Until next time, 
Evelyn (Evie) Reese, PASR-MCC President 

http://www.pasr.org
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

This summer was exceedingly hectic and worrisome. The news from the Legislature 
varied from somewhat favorable to dire on an almost daily basis. When the House 
and Senate finally recessed, there was an indication that they might return in Au-
gust. Governor Corbett continued to harangue for pension reform, favoring the To-
bash bill which would change our pension from a defined benefit plan to a defined 
contribution plan. It would also remove our one hundred dollar per month health in-

surance premium. Members of your executive board visited their senators and representatives to 
encourage votes for PASR’s pension reform proposal and also to request a modest COLA. 
 

Please monitor your legislators’ voting patterns and when the November election arrives, vote ac-
cordingly! 
         Barbara D’Onofrio, Chairperson 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO PASR, MONTGOMERY COUNTY!! 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

 This past season our volunteers have been very busy collecting foodstuffs and 
clothing. which have been distributed to various charities and food banks, as well as giv-
ing numerous hours at a variety of different organizations.  
 
This year I am pleased to announce that we will honor Bernice Keebler as our Volunteer 

of the Year. Bernice has been busy in a plethora of activities. Bernice is very unassuming about her 
activities, but I will tell you that she is deserving of much more than a certificate and volunteer of the 
year pin. I hope that you will join us at our fall luncheon to see her receive her well deserved recog-
nition for all that she has done. Allow me to thank all those who sent in their volunteer surveys. It 
never ceases to amaze me how many of us do so much for their communities. Please keep up your 
good work and if you have a minute give me a call to let me know what you are doing and what new 
projects you may be involved in. Looking forward to seeing you at our fall luncheon. 
 

Joseph Mennen – Community Service Chairperson  

Kay Blatt 
Dennis Booker 
James Brown 
Eileen Crerand 
Kathryn Holden 

John Holland, Jr. 
David Kahn 
Edward Klaon, Jr. 
Wilson Kratz 
Cincerea Lentize 
Leonard McInnis 

Mary Meyer 
Lawrence Reed, Jr. 
Marie Warrick 
Ida Weinstein 
Bessie Whitney 

MEET OUR GUEST SPEAKER 
 

 Nancy McElwee taught in the Central Bucks School District for 35 years until retiring in 2006. 
During her teaching career she served as Professional  Development Liaison as well as teaching literacy 
courses and workshops for the Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project.   She has been a teacher 
consultant with the Pennsylvania Writing and Literature Project since 1990.  Even though retired, she still 
has a love for Children's Picture Books. 
 

 Nancy is a dedicated Tour Desk Operator, Docent and member of the Pearl S. Buck Volunteer 
Association where she helps manage the international gift shop.  She is also a member of the Pennsyl-
vania Eta Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa, International Honorary Organization for Women Educators, 
which she served as president for four years, and of the Montgomery County Chapter of the Pennsyl-
vania Association of School Retirees. 
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EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT 
As part of our chapter's educational support program, a $500 schol-
arship is awarded annually to a Montgomery County public high 
school student who will be pursuing a career in education. This 
year the award was presented to Catherine Senior from Upper 
Dublin High School who is seen here with her mother, Mrs. Cath-
erine Senior as she is presented with the scholarship by Inge Fried-
berg, PASR Montgomery County Education Support Chairperson at 
the spring luncheon held at the William Penn Inn in May.  Catherine 

is planning to major in special education with a minor in mathematics. We wish Catherine much success 
in all of her future endeavors. Addendum:  A lovely note of appreciation was received from Catherine. 
She ended her note with the following: " I look forward to a career in Education and am thankful that a 
fine organization such as the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees will be available to me at the 
end of my career. "  What motivation that is to work to ensure the survival of our organization! 

Legislative/Political Education Committee 
 

To help each of us make informed decisions in the November election, PASR's Legislative Political Edu-
cation Committee (L/PEC) is again taking steps to educate members concerning the candidates' posi-
tions on matters of interest to public school retirees. L/PEC volunteers have designed and sent issue sur-
veys to the gubernatorial candidates, and to all candidates for the House and Senate in districts where 
the voters have a choice in November, asking them if they support or oppose the various issues of inter-
est to school retirees. The legislative candidates' responses, if they choose to complete and return the 
surveys, will be posted on the PASR website on October 1 exactly as submitted by the candidate with no 
edit or comment from PASR.  An article on gubernatorial candidate positions will be in the September 
PASR newsletter. We encourage everyone to review the information and factor it into your decision on 
whom to vote for in November. 
 

PASR's 2013 Representative of the Year, Representative Glen Grell, has proposed a solution to the pen-
sion crisis that will likely be attracting media attention. PASR's positions with respect to the Grell proposal 
were outlined in the article authored by Richard C. Rowland, PASR Executive Director, titled. "If I were 
asked to testify on the Grell proposal" published in the December 2013 issue of the PASR Newsletter. 
This article is now republished as the main article on the PASR website. Please logon to www.pasr.org 
for information about the Grell proposal and pension reform in general. 
 

Please consider sending a donation to the L/PEC Fund by going to the state website at www.pasr.org. 
Click on About PASR on the left side of the page. Then click on Legislative Initiatives to Legislative/
Political Education Committee (L/PEC).  Scroll down to Make a donation to the L/PEC Fund today. Thank 
you! 

SOCIAL SERVICE MEMORIAL HONOR FUND 
 

Many thanks to John Worthington, our Immediate Past President and the winner of the Community Ser-
vice drawing, for donating the price of his free luncheon ($28) to the Social Service Memorial Honor 
Fund. Contributions to this fund are used to help our PASR members who are in need throughout the 
state. 
 

Members are helped through this fund whether it is for emergency situations or paying of their dues. If 
you need assistance or know of someone in our chapter who does, please don’t hesitate to contact me: 
Mary Fenstermacher (610-489-2937). All inquiries and requests for help are held in strict confidence. 
 

Please consider making an individual contribution to the Social Service Memorial Honor Fund in memory 
of or in honor of someone you care about. Go to www.pasr.org. Click on Service to Others. Scroll down 
to Contributions Make It Possible. Click the SSMHF form to print a copy and make a donation. Thank 
you. 
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PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RETIREES 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 
FALL LUNCHEON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2014 

 

WILLIAM PENN INN 

ROUTE 202 and SUMNEYTOWN PIKE, GWYNEDD, PA 

 

SOCIALIZATION 11:30; LUNCH SERVED AT 12:30 
 

Menu 
 

House Salad with creamy tarragon dressing 

Chicken Marsala served with mushrooms in a Marsala wine sauce 

Fillet of Tilapia served with a lemon brown butter sauce, almonds and chives  

Buttermilk Mashed Potatoes 

Julienne Vegetables Medley 

Rolls and Whipped Butter 

Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee 

Fresh Fruit Cobbler: Peaches and blueberries topped with a shortbread streusel 

served with whipped cream and mint sprigs 

 BY 

OPENING DOORS TO THE WORLD 

Nancy McElwee 

 PEARL S. BUCK INTERNATIONAL 

Please participate in our PASR Community Service Project 
Bring a can or packaged food item to the luncheon! 

 

RESERVATION FORM ON PAGE 7 OF THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

RETURN RESERVATION FORM WITH CHECK FOR $28 PER PERSON 

BY MONDAY. NOVEMBER 3, 2014  
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E-Z PASS NOTICE: 
 

The other day I called Harrisburg to see how I can return my second E-Z PASS Transponder since 
I now have one car instead of two, I was informed that every SEVEN YEARS I should send in my 
Transponder and ask for a new one. Every Transponder has a ten-year lithium battery and to be 
safe and not be stuck at the gate when you have to pay a toll, you should call Harrisburg and ask 
them to send you a new Transponder. They will send you a new envelope to send back your older 
Transponder at that time for total credit to your account. There is no extra charge for this activity 
since they expect everyone to do this.  
 

A friend of mine once found out he had a dead battery in his transponder after he passed through 
the gate and thought he might get a ticket, but they checked his license plate and they found that 
he was registered with E-Z PASS. The correct amount was deducted from his already established 
account and there was no problem. This could happen to you so you should get a new Trans-
ponder every seven years as the agency stated.  
 

If you travel around the country, some states now use this E-Z PASS technology to issue speeding 
tickets if you are going too fast between toll booths so be aware.  
 

PHONE NUMBERS THAT ARE USEFUL TO KNOW:  
 

Social Security Administration  800-772-1213 
Federal Tax Information Hotline   800-829-1040   
Dept. of Veterans Affairs Customer Service 800-827-1000   
Dept. of Agriculture Meat & Poultry Safety 888-674-6854 
Food and Drug Administration Safety 888-723-3366 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 800-638-2772 
Dept. of Educ. Federal Student Aid Info. Center   800-433-3243 
FEMA Disaster Aid Line    800-621-3362 
OSHA Accident Line    800-321-6742 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid  800 MEDICARE (633-4227) 
Montgomery County Aging and Adult Services     215-361-7931 

Steve Ewall 

HERSHEY PARK RECREO TRIP 
 

Seen here are Evie Reese, President of PASR Montgomery County, 

Ben Hynes, Region 1 Legislative Chairman and a Past-President of 

PASR Montgomery County with friends, Gerald and Joan FitzGerald  as 

they enjoy the Hershey Chocolate Factory tour while on a RECREO trip 

to Hershey, Pa. 

 

With sadness, we note the passing of our colleagues: 
 

Marvin Augustadt 
Elizabeth H. Bagger 
William D. Baker 
Florence M. Baralt 
Elizabeth B. Barth 
Shirley G. Blue 
Grace C. Bonde 
Margaret S. Brecht 

Madeline N. Bruno 
Carl B. Carson, Jr. 
Carolyn Dex 
Jane N. Eakle 
Joan L. Hill 
Eleanor Lewis 
Robert L. Loehrig 
Christine H. Luce 

Dr. Vernon Morris 
Marianna H. Peckmann 
J. Gordon Pflieger 
Robert H. Renner 
John E. Rice 
Harry A. Scheibner, Jr. 
Margaret Schuldt 
Phoebe Weaver 
Elizabeth M. Williams 
Dorothy Y. Willig 
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PASR MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 

      2014 
 

Our RECREO Committee has some enjoyable excursions planned for our Montgomery County Chapter 
members, families and friends.  Don’t delay—space is limited for each trip so reserve early.  

Reservation forms for these trips are on page 7 of this newsletter.  
There are no refunds for cancellations made for a ticketed trip  if the cancellation is 

received after the deadline. 
 

Afternoon Tea - Friday, October 17, 2-4 pm- -Manufacturers' Golf and Country 

Club, Fort Washington  Following a demonstration, lecture and mini-concert by Mindy 

Cutcher, principal harpist for the Pennsylvania Ballet, you will be treated to the soothing 
sounds of the harp while enjoying sandwiches, sweets and a cup or two of tea in the beautiful 
dining room overlooking the rolling Montgomery County countryside.  There will be valet park-
ing at the club at no charge.  Ms. Cutcher's biography is available at her website 
www.harpbyrequest.com. The cost is $26 per person.  Reservation deadline is Wednesday, October 8. 

 

Branson Country Christmas - Friday, December 12 

Take a break from the hustle-bustle of the holiday season and spend an afternoon enjoying 
lunch and a matinee performance at the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse in Clinton, New Jersey. 
After savoring a variety of seasonal fresh fruit and home baked breads you'll be able to se-
lect a freshly prepared full course entree to be served piping hot to your table. Tim Gillis and 
his band have added plenty of holiday cheer and a unique country spin to Christmas Clas-
sics in this original country concert style variety show. Departure time for this trip is 9:15 am 
at Hagey Tours Terminal in Franconia Township and 9:40 a.m. at Montgomery Mall in Mont-

gomeryville.  Approximate arrival home 5:00-5:30 pm. The cost is $84.00 which includes the plated 
lunch. Reservation deadline is Monday, November 10, 2014 

 

2015 
 

The Stoogeum  - Thursday, March 19  - 904 Shelbe  Lane, Ambler, PA 19002 

Gather at this little gem of a museum in our midst at 10:00 a.m. for the start of a self-guided tour of the 
first and only museum of Three Stooges Memorabilia in the United States. On display in a 3-story, 10,000 
square foot building are thousands of pieces of Stoogeabilia! The Stoogeum (rhymes with museum) also 
houses an 85-seat theater, research library and archive and a 16MM film storage vault. Admission fee for 
this very unique attraction is $8.00. Reservations for lunch (on your own) will be made at the Spring 
House Tavern for those who wish to finish the day with a bite to eat. Reservation form will be in January 
newsletter 

 
Forbidden Broadway: Greatest Hits  – Sunday, May 24 

 In this long-running Off Broadway hit musical revue, Broadway's greatest musical legends meet Broad-
way's greatest satirist in this hilarious, loving and endlessly entertaining tribute to some of the theatre's great-
est stars and songwriters.  Join us as we return to the  charming and intimate Act II Playhouse in down-

town Ambler, PA.  Sit back and enjoy a 2:00 pm matinee performance, then take a short stroll to From the 
Boot – one of the best known Italian restaurants in the area - for a casual dinner with your friends and col-
leagues. Municipal parking lots (free meter parking on Sunday) are available for this drive-yourself trip.  
Watch for further details and a reservation form in the January newsletter. 
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RESERVATION FOR AFTERNOON TEA—FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17 
Reservation deadline—WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8 

 
NAME             TELEPHONE     
 
ADDRESS             
 
EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 

NOTE: This is a drive-yourself trip 
 

Total amount enclosed ($26 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 
 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 

RESERVATION FOR FALL LUNCHEON, NOVEMBER 7, 2014  

Reservation deadline—MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

 

NAME(S)_____________________________PHONE #_________________________   

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________   

EMAIL ADDRESS            

MENU CHOICE: CHICKEN_________________ TILAPIA__________________ 

SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO PASR-MCC FOR $28.00 per person TO: 
 

TONY STRAKA - 712 LAWRENCE LANE, AMBLER, PA  19002 

Although the RECREO committee tries to provide adequate advance notice of its events via the chapter news-
letter, occasionally the timing of events does not dovetail with the publication dates of the Newsletter. If you 
use email, please consider sharing your address with us. It will not be shared with any other group(s) but will 
be used only for disseminating information such as RECREO updates and/or legislative alerts to you in a 
timely manner. Please use the space on the reservation form or send it to our secretary, Charles Forsythe, at 
cforsythe@mac.com. 

RESERVATION FOR BRANSON COUNTRY CHRISTMAS—FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12 
Reservation deadline—MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

NAME             TELEPHONE     
 
ADDRESS             
 
EMAIL      GUESTS’ NAMES      
 
Pick-up at     Franconia   OR   Montgomery Mall (circle one) 

 
Total amount enclosed ($84 each):   .Send check payable to PASR Montco to: 
 

Inge Friedberg, 390 Stratford Avenue, Collegeville, PA 19426 



 
 

PA ASSOC. SCHOOL RETIREES 
MONT CO. CHAPTER 
PO BOX 5 
FREDERICK, PA 19435 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
PASR 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
2014—2015 

 

 
September 11, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
October 17, Afternoon Tea 2-4 pm 
November 6, Fall Luncheon, Wm Penn Inn 
December 11, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
December 12, Branson Country Christmas 
January 8, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
February12, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
March 12, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
April 9, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
May 7, Spring Luncheon, Wm Penn Inn 
June 11, Executive Board, MCIU, 9:30 am 
 

More information on trips on page 6. 
All members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend any of the above events. For more in-
formation, contact our President, Evelyn Reese 
at ejreese1@verizon.net or 610.584.5789. 

PASR STATE RECREO 
PASR's proposed 7-day 6-night trip to Montreal 
and Quebec City in spring 2015 combines the so-
phistication of Montreal with the warmth and 
charm of Quebec City to give you a taste of conti-
nental Europe without crossing the Atlantic. 
 
Your French Canadian Tour includes: 
  Round trip transportation via  motor coach  
  Six (6) night's hotel accommodations; 2 nights 
     enroute; 2 nights Montreal; 2 nights Quebec  
  Baggage handling for one bag per person 
  Guided tour of Montreal and surrounding area 
  Guided tour of Quebec City and surrounding area 
 
Additional information will be posted on the PASR 
state website (www.pasr.org), the Montgomery 
County website  (http://www.pasr.org/chapters/
Montgomery/MontgomeryCounty.html) and pub-
lished in  the state and chapter newsletters. 
Stay tuned for more information. 


